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Foreword 
In line with our motto which is to inspire every student with the fortitude to grow and 
become respected and trusted leaders of the community, SJIS makes it a point to secure events and 
competitions in which our students will be a part of. This provides a platform as a non-classroom 
learning for our Johannians. With that being said, here comes April and here comes loads and loads 
of events involving SJIS! 
 
 
 
Principal’s Message 
Greetings from the Pineapple-Hill. It has been a hectic yet a fruitful month with many planned 
activities being executed. To be precise, we have made way for SJIS Sports Days Heats, CT1 Report 
Card Day, 7th SJIS Sports Day, extension of MSSWP-KL games, SJIS Open Day 2019 for April and not 
forgetting our very own Math Quiz Bee and Math Olympiads. 
  
Report Card Day – CT1 
This was held on 6th April 2019 at SJIS Campus 2. It was a good turnout with about 60% of parents’ 
attendance. Many parents thronged in with much eagerness, but some were anxious as well – all in 
the spirit of getting feedback on their child’s academic progress and further emphasis on subject 
knowledge. These practices typically assist students to work on topical mastery gaps and build self-
confidence to face the upcoming board exams. 
 
SJIS Clicks 
We made way for the class, sports and clubs photography sessions for 2019 school magazine. Students 
were in an enthusiastic mood as they posed for this enduring school tradition. Not to forget, the 
teachers and members of staff who congregated in style in their respective departments and sub-
departments.  
 
Tunku Abdullah Debate Challenge (TADC) 2019 
With traditions being revived, the second Tunku Abdullah Debate Challenge (TADC) will soon begin. 
TADC 2019 is a challenge open to national and international schools. We, at SJIS expect this Debate 
Challenge to be a much talked about school event in years to come. This Asian-Parliamentary style 

“Winter is done, and April is in the skies, Earth, look up 

with laughter in your eyes!” - Charles G.D. Roberts 
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https://www.azquotes.com/quote/539459?ref=april
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/539459?ref=april
https://www.azquotes.com/author/19796-Charles_G_D_Roberts


 

2 
 

debate is set for 6th and 7th July, and we are presently gathering participants and doing the necessary 
for this much-anticipated debate challenge. Last year, we had the Green Islamic International School 
and Victoria Institution that went up to the finals. They were exceptional, and the Green Islamic 
International School emerged victoriously in the Under-15 category; while, Victoria Institution became 
the 1st runner-up for the Under-18 category.  
 
Safety and Traffic 
We would also like to sincerely reiterate our roles in the school. We play different roles as students, 
teachers and parents of our own community. Teachers and management always ensure that the 
students are safe in the school and that certainly extends up to our very own practical PE sessions, as 
well as ECA clubs and sports slots. I would also like to point out that everyone in the school needs to 
practice safety at all times. Running along the corridor before and after school, and also during breaks 
are strictly prohibited as it can cause serious accidents, as evidently experienced in the past. Likewise, 
the school has put the futsal court under lock-and-key during non-supervised periods to ensure better 
safety of students. I would like to emphasise that parents need to also advise their kids on the ‘Safety 
First’ concepts in all environments that they may be in; be it home, school or public areas. We should 
always be vigilant and alert at all times.  
With much appreciation, I have noticed that many parents are now adhering to the traffic instructions. 
New yellow boxes have been put up after discussions with DBKL, and I do hope that all of you continue 
to obey the rule of ‘No Stopping in the Yellow Box Zone’. I have also observed that most parents take 
minimal time to drop off their kids early in the morning. I would really like to thank you for your 
cooperation thus far on this matter, and let’s all keep Jalan Bukit Nanas traffic-free. In addition to that, 
SJIS is also hiring a fully-uniformed traffic warden in May 2019 in order to better mend the traffic 
during pick-up and drop-off times, from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
On the Academic Front 
 
Earth Day 2019 
 

 ‘Look deep into nature, and then you will understand 
everything better.’ – Albert Einstein  
 
Earth Day is celebrated yearly, on 22nd April. It was initiated in 
1970 when millions of people protested on the negative 
impacts of 150 years of Industrial Development.  
 
This year, the theme selected by the Earth Day Network was 
‘Save Our Species’. The objectives of this campaign include:   

  To educate and raise awareness about the accelerating 
extinction rate of millions of species, as well as the causes and 
consequences of this phenomenon. 

  To achieve major policy victories that protect broad groups 
of species, including individual species and their habitats. 

  To build and activate a global movement that embraces 
nature and its values. 

  To encourage proactive actions such as adopting a plant-
based diet and stopping the use of pesticides and herbicides. 
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In support of Earth Day 2019, SJIS launched the 
‘Protect Our Species’ campaign by planting a tree, 
led by our respected Vice Principal, Dr Inderjeet 
Singh Sidhu, with assistance from the Geography 
teachers Ms Surya, Mr Muru and Ms Azhana.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was indeed a memorable morning in St. John’s International 
School, Campus 1. In line with that, there were two remarkable 
routines from the students – a speech recital by Kam Kai Li (Year 8-
1), followed by a band performance from Year 9-1 students, led by 
Amabel (vocalist) and assisted by other musicians, Sia Zhong Tai 
(violinist), Lee Jia Wen (violinist) and Ames Lam (guitarist). They 
performed on ‘Colours of the Wind’, which was soothing and 
melodious.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
The Olympiads  
 
‘The study of Mathematics, like the Nile, begins in minuteness but ends in magnificence.’ – Charles 
Caleb Colton  
 

A great school exposes its students to a variety of 
scopes in education. In lieu of this, our students 
participated in the Thailand International Mathematical 
Olympiad (TIMO) early April. The competition, held in 
Phuket, was a merge between Olympiad Education 
from Hong Kong and Thailand Mathematics Society.  
 
TIMO, one of the most respected and prestigious 
competitions in the world is primarily open to those 
who have received High Distinction, Distinction and 
High Credit in Depth of Knowledge Assessment (DOKA). 
It is also open to Malaysian students who have received 
Gold / Silver Awards in other Math Competitions under 
the SMO Education Group.  

‘In nature, nothing exists alone.’ – Rachel Carson 

1962 
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SJIS sent 4 students to participate in this competition – 
Puah Yufan (Year 7), Wayan Wong JianWei (Year 10), 
Tan Jia Jun (Year 11) and Ewan Koay Chien Liang (Year 
11). These students sat for a mock test and the 
assessment proper during the period, to maximise 
their mathematical and problem-solving skills. 
 
Phua Yufan (Year 7), Wayan Wong JianWei (Year 10) 
and Ewan Koay Chien Liang (Year 11) obtained a Bronze 
medal each; while, Tan Jia Jun (Year 11) attained a 
Silver medal. Each candidate obtained their own 
evaluation report to indicate their strengths and 
weaknesses based on specific topics, so that they can 
develop their own learning strategies in the future. Our 
students and the accompanying teacher, Mr Praven 
has enjoyed an extravagant tour service during the 3 days. They experienced a different culture and 
created lasting bonds with participants from selected regions. Congratulations, dear participants, and 
kudos to the Mathematics Department for a brilliant effort and accomplishment!  
 
 
 
 
Prefects’ Leadership Camp 
 

‘Talent wins games, but teamwork and intelligence win 
championships.’ – Michael Jordan 
 
On 30th – 31st March 2019, the Year 11 prefects of St. 
John’s International School (SJIS) organised a 2-days, 1-
night Leadership Camp with their junior prefects.  
 
The overnight camp, held in the school, witnessed the new 
batch of prefects working collaboratively with their 
seniors. About 57 prefects joined this internal camp, 
accompanied by 3 teachers. With key objectives such as 
instilling leadership qualities, and improving teamwork 
and overall communication, the prefects engaged in fun 
and free-

spirited activities.  
 
The senior prefects, led by Nicholas Boudville, laid out 
the arrangements with great coordination and structure. 
There were sessions on team-building, leadership and 
outdoor games, in which leadership qualities and 
teamwork were put to test.  
 
Apart from that, the students embarked on a trail along 
Bukit Nanas to explore and embrace nature while 
bonding with one another.  
 
 

‘There should be no such thing as boring mathematics.’ – Edsger Dijkstra 



 

5 
 

The prefects picked up some dynamic attributes such as 
the importance of being a good role model and accepting 
people without being judgmental.  
 
Besides, they also learned the essence of teamwork and 
motivation. The camp was a success with commitments 
from all involved. Bravo, SJIS Prefects! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Math Quiz Bee  
 
‘Mathematics is the music of reason.’ – James Joseph Sylvester 
 
The first round of Math Quiz Bee 
2019 was held on 10th April 
2019, involving students from 
Y7-Y9. It was held during the 
Moral class for 30 minutes. Top 3 
students from each class were 
selected to go up to Round 2, 
which was held on 17th April 
2019.  
 
With a total number of 51 Lower 
Secondary students, the quiz was 
held at Lecture Hall 1, SJIS Main 
Campus, for 30 minutes. All 
questions were designed to test 
students’ general knowledge and 
higher order thinking skills. 
Lastly, top 3 students were once again selected for each category. Category A is for the first - third 
class, while Category B is for the fourth - sixth class.  
 

Congratulations to those who made it 
through!  
Winners may have the opportunity to 
be selected for the upcoming Math 
Olympiad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Category A (Class 1,2,3) Category B (Class 4,5,6) 

7 Phua Yufan (7-1) 
Reenu Sri (7-2) 
Lai Chun Yin (7-1) 

Celine Chun Yi Qian (7-6) 
Tee Wei Bin (7-4) 
Chan Yu Xiang (7-5) 

8 Kim Keun Yong (8-1) 
Jack Tan Xing Jie (8-3) 
Lee Zhe Qi (8-2) 

Wong Hau Jet (8-6) 
Lim Xinthong (8-6) 
Yeoh Li Wei (8-4) 

9 Lee Zhe Xian (9-1) 
Sean Chin Zi Feng (9-1) 
Yip Kah Keng (9-1) 

Huang Jingya (9-5) 
Cheong Ke Ming (9-4) 
Hooi Jun Hao (9-3) 

"If you want to lift yourself up, lift up someone else."  

– Booker T. Washington

‘Go down deep enough into 

anything, and you will find 

mathematics.’ – Dean Schlicter 
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SME Clinics 
If there is one monthly additional class that we conduct to facilitate our students’ learning, it has to 
be our Science, Mathematics and English (SME) Clinics! Our SME Clinics aim to provide better 
understanding, starting from the basic of the subject matter in each of the core subjects mentioned 
above. 
 
The SJIS April Science Clinic emphasised on visual learning as our Science Team facilitated students’ 
understanding on three different topics through the use of related videos. Students were glued to 
their seats as they watched how interesting the concepts of science could be, which were shown to 
them. The “science-made-easy” clinic had covered on how to memorise and understand the basic 
concept of the topics taught by using key points. The clinic also highlighted on a few techniques to 
answer exam-based questions by relating the concept and problem-solving questions to our students’ 
daily routines. 
 
The saying “Practice makes perfect” syncs perfectly well with our Math Clinic which was held to 
enhance students’ understanding on the basic formulas and concepts which had been taught earlier 
in the classroom. The clinic combined a basic theory class with an intensive question-and-answer 
session which also covered “step-by-step working method”, as they had fun solving the equations 
given through group discussion. The students learned many new methods in problem solving 
questions and enjoyed the informative session which was held for them. 
 
“The songs that I have listened to, the songs that I listened to and the songs I was listening to” - Have 
you ever wondered what is the difference between the three sentences? It is, of course, the tenses 
used! Basic knowledge of tenses is very important, especially for young language learners as it helps 
them to communicate effectively by using the time element in their speech and writing, correctly. 
That is exactly what the English Clinic for the month of April had focused on! The students were drilled 
on the usage of various tenses in their writing section as detailed explanation and on-the-spot 
examples were given to the students, to enhance their understanding on the topic. 
 
SJIS’ World of Sports 
 
The Royals’ Moment to Shine 
 
‘It’s not the glitz of the uniform that matters, but the spirit that shines within it.'  
 
St. John's International School's cheerleading squad, 
The Royals, had won the second place (1st Runner Up) 
at The Asia Cheerleading Invitational Championships 
(ACIC) which was held in Singapore Badminton Arena, 
Jurong, Singapore from 5th until 7th April 2019. The 
Royals competed with teams from China, Japan, 
Indonesia and other Asian countries, rounding out the 
line-up for the category, Secondary Intermediate Co-ed 
(Level 3). The Royals put up another formidable 
performance in front of a roaring and thunderous 
crowd, wowing the spectators and judges with their 
tumbles, twists, high tosses to handstands and 
impressive pyramid formations, and many other 
memorable stunts. A lot of team spirit, dedication, 
athleticism and hard work were put forth by The Royals 
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during their intense practices for months in preparation for the ACIC. Well done, Royals, and keep 
flying high with sparks!  
 
SJIS’ 7th Sports Day 2019 
 

'Victory is in the quality of the 
competition, not just the final score.'  
 
A school without games and sports is 
unthinkable, as they have become a 
fundamental element of present-day 
education. Thus, the much awaited SJIS’ 
7th Annual Sports Day was held on 20th 
April 2019, in the Bukit Jalil National 
Stadium, with great zeal and exhilaration. 
Oxford won the Best March Past trophy 
while the Overall Champion trophy was 
swept by Cambridge.  
 

The programme commenced with Mr. Suresh 
Dass' welcoming speech. Our Guest of 
Honour, Dato' Mohd Nazifuddin Najib left an 
impression on the importance of sports in a 
child's life before officiating the event. There 
were mind-blowing performances such as 
Taekwondo, Wushu, and Cheerleading. The 
event took off with an official parade by SJAM 
cadets. Joining them, there was a grand 
march past by the three sports houses: 
Cambridge, followed by Oxford and last but 
not least, Glasgow. Soon after, the audience 
witnessed the oath taking ceremony by the sports house captains, led by Ethan Ng Jia Le, our school 
athlete who represented Malaysia in the 2018 Bangkok Fly Ice Hockey Tournament. True 

sportsmanship was evident as our students 
roared with excitement for one another. 
Students competed in various events, and 
winning points were also collected during the 
inter-house futsal and basketball competitions.  
 
Adding to the passion was the tug-of-war 
between the houses. The SJIS’ 7th Sports Day 
2019 was officially sponsored by F&N, Johannian 
Leadership Foundations, MyEvents 
International, Segi College Kuala Lumpur, G.S.Gill 
Sdn.Bhd., as well as Winsin Stationery Sdn. Bhd.  

It was an efficacious Sports Day, and we believe everyone left for home with buckets of pleasant 
memories. 
 
 
 

‘To play is in the mind. To win is in the heart.’  

– Jennifer McCombs 

‘Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you’ll land among the stars.’ – Norman Vincent Peale
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SJIS’ Clubs Corner 
 
Sunway Velocity Spelling Bee 2019 
 
St. John's International School has once 
again made another journey to put its name 
up among the elites with seven 
representatives participating in the Sunway 
Velocity Spelling Bee Championship on 6th 
and 7th April 2019. This competition was 
held in Sunway Velocity Mall, Cheras.  
 
Mahi Singhvi and Hendrick made their way 
to the final round, beating 60 equally strong 
opponents from 13 schools around Klang 
Valley. Ms Clara, our very own SJIS teacher, 
was a part of the honourable judges' team. 
 
The main sponsor was Animal Planet 
Channel (Astro), and it started off with 55 
participants battling to be named the 
Spelling Bee Champion. There were several 
rounds throughout the two days. Despite 
the competitive rounds, 30 participants reached the semi-finals with their vast vocabulary skills and 
efficiency in spelling. For the finals, 13 participants were selected to determine the Top 3 Spellers in 
order to achieve the objective of the whole competition - Selection of Champion, 1st runner-up and 
2nd runner-up. 
Overall, the participants gave their best to win the 2019 Spelling Bee Champion title. They continued 
to encourage and motivate each other even though they were competing for the same title. With 
continuous support and perseverance, the students lived up to the reputation of their respective 
schools as they remained positive and calm throughout the nail-biting competition. 
 
Well done, dear participants! We hope that each of you had gained something valuable throughout 
the competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘To learn to read is to light a fire;  

every syllable that is spelled out is a spark.’ 

 – Victor Hugo  
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From Tambun to the Warship  
 
‘Seeing something once, is better than hearing about it a thousand times.’ – Lisa See 
 
On 23rd and 24th March 2019, 9 teachers and a total of 
76 students embarked on an extended learning trip to 
Ipoh. The enthusiastic team spent the first day with their 
peers at The Lost World of Tambun. Throughout the day, 
the world was theirs and theirs alone; no stone was left 
unturned as they explored all that Tambun had to offer.  
The second day was nothing less – they journeyed along 
the streets of Ipoh for the first half of the day. It was a 
vibrant street, where time stood still, and the classic 
architecture remained as it did decades ago.  
 
Further on, the teachers and students had the chance to 
discover the mysterious and amazing Kellie’s Castle. 
Everyone was left in awe as they admired its grandeur. 
The peak of the trip was a visit to the Royal Navy Base, 
based in Lumut, whereby they were exposed to a 
number of historical trails and achievements of the royal navy.  

Besides, they had a 
first-hand look at diving 
gears used by the royal 
navy for their missions 
as well as the once in a 
lifetime opportunity of 
being aboard a navy 
ship, which just 
returned from Pakistan 
after 6 months. Alas, 
the students left the 
base with new-found 
respect and admiration 

for these amazing young men and women who protected the seas of our beloved country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
MSSWP-KL Events 
 
Congratulations to all our students who took part in the MSSWPKL competitions.  
 

Name Event / Activity Category  Achievement  

Yap Vikki Bakat Pelapis 2019 (Rhythmic Gymnastic) Individual  
Rope  
Team  

2nd place 
2nd place 
1st place 

Lim Qin Yi Bakat Pelapis 2019 (Rhythmic Gymnastic) Freehand  
Rope  

4th place 
4th place  

‘We travel not to escape life, but for life not to escape us.’ 
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Hood  
Individual  
Team  

4th place  
5th place 
1st place 

Elyssa Lee Xue Yi Bakat Pelapis 2019 (Rhythmic Gymnastic) Freehand  
Rope  
Hood  
Individual  
Team  

2nd place  
1st place  
2nd place 
2nd place  
1st place 

Noval Ho Yik Sum Bakat Pelapis 2019 (Rhythmic Gymnastic) Freehand  
Rope  
Hood  
Individual  
Team  

5th place 
2nd place 
3rd place 
3rd place 
1st place 

Lee Wei Chong MSSM Gymnastic Competition (KL) Pommel 
Horse 
Parallel Bar  
Team  

2nd place 
2nd place  
3rd place  

Cham Yu Xiang  SportExcel Junior Swimming Recruit 50m 
Breaststroke  

3rd place 

Russell Low Sports Stacking Championship 2019 Doubles 
Cycle Event 
Individual 
Event 3-6-3 
Individual 
Event 3-3-3 
Individual 
Cycle Event  

2nd place 
 
2nd place 
  
5th place 
 
3rd place 

Emily Kay 
Karthiayini 

MSSWPKL Tennis Under-15 
Girls  

Gold Doubles  

Tiffany Yap MSSWPKL Tennis Under-15 
Girls 

Bronze Single  

Stephen Wang MSSWPKL Under-15 
Boys 

Bronze Single 

 
 
The Happenings in SJIS 
 
Upcoming School Excursion Term 1, 2019 
A’Famosa Team Building + Water Park + Melaka Heritage Tour (2 days 1 night)  
Reserve your seat TODAY! If you are interested to join us, kindly contact Ms Risa for further 
information.  
 
SJIS Pre-University Study Centre 
Congratulations to our A-Level students for winning the second and third place in “Creative Problem-
Solving Competition: INTI BIZQUEST 2019” which was held in Inti International College Kuala Lumpur. 
We would also like to commend our students for the effort in developing problem-solving skills and 
innovation as a team. Well done!  
“They are destined to make it HAPPEN!”  
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SJIS’ Open Day 
St John’s International School’s Open Day was held on Saturday, 27th April 2019 from 9.00am to 
1.30pm. It was the perfect opportunity for everyone to explore our academic and school facilities.  
This is your chance to ask us about anything that might be on your mind as the parent of a prospective 
student. Join us for an informative tour around our Campus 1 and 2 to find out more! Contact us at 1-
300-881-887 for further details. 
 
Finale 
SJIS has indeed organised many events and competitions throughout this month, and not to mention 
the events and competitions that we have been a part of. The pathway to excellence will always start 
with mere participation which leads to having enough experience, followed by a definite success. With 
that, excellence surely belongs to us. Keep shining, SJIS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


