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Foreword 
Staying close to our vision of motivating every student with the resilience to grow and become 
honourable and inspiring cream of the crop, SJIS makes it a mission to expose the students to a holistic 
level of education – not confining them to pure classroom learning per se. With that in mind, let us 
welcome May and June, and the coverage of excitement involving SJIS!  
 
 
 
 
Principal’s Message 
I bid a warm welcome to all of you, as we make way for the 2nd semester of 2019. I sincerely hope that 
the term break has given you some relaxation and healing, for you to be fully charged and energised 
to embrace the new semester with full tenacity and perseverance. Despite the students being away, 
the members of staff were still up and about. There were ongoing preparations and planning for our 
monthly activities and upcoming events. With numerous updates from the past 2 months, everything 
has been condensed in this edition. I would also like to take this opportunity to stress on the underlying 
importance of social media etiquette. We have been giving reminders on the etiquette of social media, 
and it is our hope that parents take on this challenge as well, in ensuring that our children do not easily 
fall into the trap of committing offences, especially ones that are unknown to them. With the setting 
of global security, the next feasible step is to warrant that our children are well educated on the 
decorum of online social platforms.  
 
On the Academic Front 

 
Kangaroo Math Competition 2019 
 
“On a beautiful mind, there was a wall of Math.” – Josh Lucas 
 
SJIS students participated in the Kangaroo Math Competition (KMC) - an annual 
International Math Competition for primary and secondary school students. The 
aim was to enable students to apply their Mathematical skills beyond what they 
have been exposed to in school.  

“For last month’s words belong to last month’s 

language. And next month’s words await another 

voice. And to make an end is to make a beginning.” 
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Besides that, it also objectified the students to develop Higher 
Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) in tackling problem-solving 
questions. The competition looked at three categories: Cadet 
(Y7&Y8), Junior (Y9&Y10) and Student (Y11).   
 

Wayan Wong and Tan Jia Jun took the Silver 
Medal, while Phua Yufan, Cheah Choon 
Sam, Chew Hao Shern, Brandon Tan and 
Kuan Jun Han bagged the Bronze Medals. 
The Honourable Mention Certificates were given to Javier Yap, Kam Kai Li, Kim 
Keun Yong, Lau Hanson, Lim Xin Thong, Lee Zhe Xian, Paula Mikki, Yoon Da 
Yeong and Ewan Koay. Certificates of Participation were awarded to Abigail 
Peter, Mahi Singhvi, Reenu Sri, Timothy Lim, Ethan Sheng Francis, Kim Keun 
Yeop and Kuan Jun Hao.  

 
 
Vanda Science Competition 2019 

 
“Success is a science; if you have the conditions, you get the result.” 
– Oscar Wilde 
 
SJIS students was recognised once again for the Vanda Science 
Competition. Focusing on aptitude and critical thinking, this 
competition stands as an 
encouragement for students to 
identify and extract implicit 
information.  
 

The teachers ensured students were well geared up for the 
competition. Liew Zhi Kang (Y10), Wayan Wong (Y10) and Tan Jia 
Jun (Y11) obtained Silver Medals; Elizabeth Kueh (Y7), Danial 
Hakim (Y7), Paula Mikki (Y10) and Kuan Jun Han (Y11) bagged the 
Bronze Medals. Brilliant effort and achievement by the Science 
Team!  
 
DOKA Assessment 2019 
 
“One of the endlessly alluring aspects of mathematics is that its thorniest paradoxes have a way of 
blooming into beautiful theories.” – Philip J Davis  
 
Depth of Knowledge Assessment (DOKA) is the latest annual 
mathematical problem-solving assessment organised by SMO 
Education Group and Academy TeamMathics, co-organised by 
SIMCC and supported by International Scholastic Trust. This is 
to help develop students’ Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) 
and reasoning abilities. 25 SJIS students took part in this 
competition, which looked at various aspects of building their 
intellects and problem-solving skills.  
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Phua Yufan (Y7), Wayan 
Wong (Y10), Brandon Tan 
(Y11), Ewan Koay (Y11) and 
Tan Jia Jun (Y11) obtained 
the High Distinction Award, 
while Cheah Choon Sam (Y9) 
and Hwang Chaeun (Y10) 
achieved Distinction. Abigail 
Peter (Y7), Lau Hanson (Y7), 
Lau Yi Xuan (Y8), Ethan 
Sheng (Y9), Yoon Da Yeong 
(Y10), Kim Keun Yeop (Y11) and Kuan Jun Han (Y11) received High Credit; 

Mahi Singhvi (Y7), Reenu Sri (Y7), Wong Gau Jet (Y8), Lim Xin Thong (Y8), Kim Keun Yong (Y8), Lee Zhi 
Xian (Y9), Akash Woon (Y9), Mok Pui Yeng (Y9), Chew Hao Shern (Y10) and Tan Zhi Ching (Y10) obtained 
Certificates of Participation.   
 
ASMO 2019 (Science and English) 
 
"Wisdom is not a product of schooling, but the 
lifelong attempt to acquire it" - Albert Einstein 
 
Asian Science and Maths Olympiad (ASMO) is a 
competition designed to evaluate students' 
knowledge in Mathematics and Science at their grade 
level. The questions in the Olympiad have been set to 
stretch their depth of knowledge in the Mathematics 
and Science. This is the second time that ASMO 2019 
has organised the English contest. 

 
 
It was the first time SJIS students participated in 
ASMO 2019; nevertheless, they achieved outstanding 
results in both Science and English categories. 
 
In the Science category, 3 students acquired the title 
of Bronze medalist, and 3 more achieved the rank of 
Merit.  
 
For English, 4 students attained the title of Silver 
medalist, and 4 more achieved the rank of Merit. 
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Malacca Study Tour 
 
"Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much." – Helen Keller 
 

A group of SJIS students and 3 teachers ventured on 
an extended learning trip to Malacca. They visited 
the A’ Famosa Resort and started off with team 
building activities, such as “The Forbidden Circle” and 
“Crimson River”.  
 
From these activities, the students learned the spirit 
of togetherness. Their first evening was spent 
strolling around the magnificent Jonker Walk. The 
group appreciated the time they spent with each 
other amidst the vibrant and colourful street.  
 
The second day’s highlight was the A’ Famosa Water 
Theme Park – the students enjoyed the bonding time 
with each other.  
 
All in all, Malacca was THE place for creating 
connections and instilling unity.  

 
Prefects’ Camp 
 
“All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy” – Stanley Kubrick   

 
Our promising leaders and 4 teachers 
joined the External Prefects Camp in 
Pulau Pangkor. On the first day, they 
boarded the ferry and were later on 
transported to Palma Beach Resort. 
During the first few hours, the 
students explored and appreciated 
nature at its finest. Following that, 
the group progressed to feed the 
beautiful hornbills.  
 
On the second day, the group 
participated in some team building 
activities, comprising water activities 

such as kayaking, snorkelling and island hopping. Our young leaders were very energetic; they 
projected great team unity throughout the activities. They 
proceeded with a relaxing lunch before continuing with 
more games that focused on attentiveness, strategy building 
and coordination. The peak of Day 2 was the bonfire; 
everyone sat by the beach and appreciated nature.  
 
Overall, it was an engaging camp for the prefects as they 
connected with Nature while realising the vitality of being 
united in bringing a team forward.  
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Top Glove – Explore, Live, Laugh and Learn  
 
“Knowledge gained through experience is far superior and many times more useful than bookish 
knowledge.” - Mahatma Gandhi 

 
The world is indeed a true classroom. We 
only appreciate learning through first-hand 
experiences. 59 intellectual Year 11 
students embarked on an industrial visit to 
Top Glove, Shah Alam. Top Glove stands as 
one of the most prestigious rubber glove 
manufacturing companies since 1991, 
focusing on a vast range of natural and 
synthetic gloves.  
 
Organised by SJIS’ Social Science 
Department, the visit aimed at exposing the 
students to bridging the gap between 

theoretical concepts and real-life manufacturing 
environment.  
 
This trip certainly expanded the students’ outlook 
towards the industrial working culture, apart from 
providing the platform for them to augment their 
interpersonal skills.  
 
Well done, Social Science Department, on this excellent 
move! 
 
 

 
Year 9 Checkpoint English Seminar 
 
In lieu with the Cambridge Checkpoint examination, an 
English seminar was conducted for the Year 9 students of 
SJIS. This 2-hour session focused on skills behind the 
examination, with the aim of helping them improve their 
language learning skills.  
 
The facilitator, Ms Nur Shazlin, pinpointed several areas 
of concern based on past examiners’ feedback and 
comments. She also provided them with techniques to 
improve on their reading comprehension skills and essay 
writing strategies. Before the seminar ended, there was 
a sharing session by selected Year 10 students, who 
collectively gave some valuable tips based on their 
experience of sitting for the examination.  
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SJIS’ World of Sports 
 
Nexus International School Badminton (Open) 
Tournament 2019 
 
SJIS has proven to excel in both academics and 
sports. be not only excellent in the academic 
field, but also in the field of sports. Our 
badminton players won a silver medal for the 
U16 and U17 (Mixed Category) in the recent 
Nexus International School's Badminton 
(Open) Tournament 2019, which was held in 
Nexus International School's badminton 
court, Putrajaya. The players were prodigious 
with their skills, and they contributed to the 
team points. Congratulations to the team!   
 

Boys Single Lam E Heng 

Girls Single Bailey Liaw 

Boys Double  Bryan Liaw 
Lam E Heng 

Girls Double  Hazel Lai 
Natalie Lai 

Mixed 
Double 

Henry Loh 
Clement Lee 

 
 
SJIS’ Clubs Corner 
 
The Compassionate Interactors  
  

“The purpose of human life is to serve, and to 
show compassion and the will to help others.”  
- Albert Schweitzer 
 
The SJIS Interact Club members, along with their 
teacher advisors participated in the 'Meals on 
Wheels' programme organised by Kechara Soup 
Kitchen. The key objective was to instil leadership 
skills among our interactors, while enabling them 

to gain first-hand experience of doing social service and 
helping out the needy.  
The team headed to PPR Urban Family area in Kampung 
Pandan and Pudu Ulu, and delivered basic groceries 
and food supplies to the people in need. Some 
interactors went a step beyond and had the groceries 
sent to their doorsteps, making them feel warm and 
grateful for the love and care. This was certainly one of 
the noblest services that one could do from the heart, 
and we commend SJIS Interactors for preaching and 
practicing ‘Service from the Heart’.  
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The Happenings in SJIS 
 
First Alumni Gathering 
 
'A trip to nostalgia now and then is good for the 
spirit.' - Don Bartolovic 
 
SJIS opened its arms to the Alumni recently, creating 
memories and good times after 9 years.  

 
The honourable BOGs, respected guests, Alumni 
and staff gathered at Nosh, Tipple & Brew, before 
being welcomed by SJIS Principal, Mr Suresh Dass 
and Chairman, Tunku Dato’ Seri (Dr.) Iskandar Bin 
Tunku Abdullah.  

 
Everyone was mesmerised by the rendition of light music and segments of stand-up comedy. It was 
truly a magical and unforgettable night, with memories and moments re-created and new connections 
built.  
 
SJIS’ Raya Open House 2019 

 
“Every child is a different kind of 
flower and together, they make this 
world a beautiful garden.” 
 
SJIS held a Raya Open House charity 
programme to share happiness and 
blessings with the wonderful 
children from Rumah Anak-Anak 
Yatim and Asnaf Qaseh Ibu.  
 
It was hosted by our two renowned 
chairmen - Mr Rusland Abu Samah, 
the Chairman of SJIS Campus 1 and 
YM Tunku Dato' Seri (Dr.) Iskandar, 
the Chairman of SJIS Campus 2.  
 

 
The event was graced by the presence of our reputable Board of Governors, guests, teachers and staff. 
A few event sponsors were also present.  
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It started off with a warm greeting by the emcee 
and prayer recitation by one of the children from 
the Rumah Anak-Anak Yatim and Asnaf Qaseh 
Ibu. There was a welcoming address by YM 
Tunku Dato' Seri (Dr.) Iskandar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The talented children performed with such grace and 
emotions, warming the hearts of everyone present. There 
was also a distribution of 'duit raya' and goodie bags to the 
children. SJIS presented a donation of RM800 to the 
aforementioned orphanage, while Dato Satinah further 
supported them with RM500 worth of donations.   
 

May blessings of good health, kindness, friendship, compassion and love bring joy to everyone alike, 
especially these children from the Rumah Anak-Anak Yatim and Asnaf Qaseh Ibu. 
 
Gearing Up for TADC 
 
With the Tunku Abdullah Debate 
Challenge (TADC) around the corner, our 
energetic and charismatic debaters have 
been preparing hard to win the battle.  
 
SJIS welcomed an experienced debater 
and trainer, Mr Nigel Dusanjh, who has 
been keeping our debaters brushed up 
with techniques and eloquent debating 
strategies.  
 
With the competition approaching, the 
team of debaters have been on their toes with preparations and several mock-debate rounds. We 
wish them all the best!  
 
 
What’s Next, in SJIS? 
 
Charity Cross Country Run 
 
Make way for the SJIS Charity Cross Country Run – an event planned to raise funds that will be donated 
to various organisations. Held in accordance with our annual SJIS Cross Country Run, the objectives 
include promoting sportsmanship, healthy living, and strengthening the bond between parents, 
teachers and students. This is also a platform for all members of staff, parents and students to test 
their stamina and fitness level. The lush greenery of our chosen venue is a breath of fresh air, 
reminding us to connect and be one with Nature.  
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Tunku Abdullah Debate Challenge 2019 
 
In memory of the late Tunku Tan Sri Abdullah, son of Malaysia’s first Yang di-Pertuan Agong, SJIS brings 
you the 2nd edition of Tunku Abdullah Debate Challenge (TADC) 2019. This will look at the participation 
of national and international school students. We are yet again excited to host this challenge for the 
growth of eloquence and intellects alike, in the first weekend of July.  
 
Year 9 Checkpoint Math and Science Seminars 
 
The Lower Secondary Departments of Mathematics and Science will be conducting Cambridge 
Checkpoint seminars for the Year 9 students. Conducted on two different Fridays, both sessions will 
cover tips and techniques of tackling analytical questions. The respective subject facilitators will 
prepare the students with sufficient strategies to challenge and prepare themselves for the upcoming 
Checkpoint examination.  
 
IGCSE Accounting and Business Studies Seminars 
 
The Year 11 Accounting and Business Studies teachers will hold IGCSE seminars on two consecutive 
Fridays, in preparation for the examination. These seminars will look at the prospects behind effective 
answering skills, besides expert guidelines by the facilitators. The students are expected to gain 
numerous information and methods of analytical interpretation of related questions.  
 
Industrial Exposure – Y11  
 
The Social Science Department of SJIS will be hosting a workshop early July, to expose Year 11 students 
to the business industry. The guest speaker will touch on elements of industrialisation in the aspect of 
business and economics. The students are expected to gain valuable insights and ideas from this talk.  
 
Finale 
 
SJIS has been remarkable and certainly proactively involved in many events and competitions these 
two months. Under the roof of SJIS, we believe that all progress takes place outside the comfort zone.  
With that mindset, distinctive brilliance shall shine upon us. Keep striving and remain shining, SJIS. 
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Jack is taller than Peter, and Bill 
is shorter than Jack. Which of the 
following statements would be 
most accurate? 
(A) Bill is taller than Peter. 
(B) Bill is shorter than Peter.  
(C) Bill is as tall as Peter. 
(D) It is impossible to tell whether 
Bill or Peter is taller. 
 

OH MY 
ENGLISH! 


