
MERDEKA EDITION

ST.JOHN’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL | ALUMNI NEWSLETTER
ISSUE 2 | AUG 2019

Wilson, Basit and Visali’s
Journey in SJIS

IN THIS ISSUE

Alumni Spotlight
....... page 02 - 04

TADC Event Update
....... page 05

....... page 06 - 08

Cross Country &
Charity Run 2019
featuring Stephanie
Cheah

....... page 09 - 10

Personal
Development Talk

....... page 11 

Upcoming Alumni
Events & Activities

....... page 12

TELC Malaysia 
Sdn Bhd

....... page 13
Experience Day

IN THIS WEEK ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

St. John’s International School (SJIS) – Studying here is great; it 
always leaves me in joy. Every single memory astoundingly 
resides in my mind and heart. It all started when I joined SJIS 
in 2014. I was a kid who knew nothing about the infamous KL 
area, where tourists would come and go. Soon after, I was 
introduced to SJIS, an international school in the heart of 
Kuala Lumpur. 

I was bemused by the size of the campus and was pretty 
much reluctant to transfer to the school, but it turned out 
pretty good after all. I slowly fell in love with the school and 
made a lot of new friends. Despite the small surrounding, it 
brought us closer to one another – sharing knowledge and 
moving forward in life.......pg2

WILSON SIEW WEI XIANG



....The teachers have been welcoming since 
Day 1. I am who I am today because of 
them. I will never forget the intellectual life 
lessons shared by one of my favourite 
teachers, Mr. Hamed. There was never a 
barrier between the teachers and students. 
We were like an extended family living in a 
big house, helping and encouraging each 
other to do great things in order to reach 
higher grounds and break through limits. 

I still remember, I did badly in one 
of the examinations. My results 
improved tremendously with the 
extra classes held after school 
hours. Not only that, the 
never-ending support from my 
teachers and peers helped to boost 
my confidence as well. 

I was a prefect when I was in Year 10. It was 
a rollercoaster ride for me with a 
combination of fun and rough moments. I 
was appointed as Lead for Year 10 students 
at the same time. These experiences 
moulded me into becoming the person 
that I am today.  

These experiences moulded me into 
becoming the person that I am today.  

Currently, I am pursuing the A-Level 
programme in SJIS. Having friends 
from different countries and 
cultures is considered as a 
prominent advantage for me.

I am able to experience a variety of cuisines 
and cultural diversity as well. I remember 
being very sceptical about Indian cuisine, 
but was soon forced to give it a try.

I ended up falling in love with it! What 
fascinates me the most is the 
tongue-tickling taste of the curries. Besides 
that, I made it a point to acknowledge their 
cultural and religious attires. I must say that 
I have learned a lot by having friends like 
Basit and Visali, who hail from different 
countries. I am glad to have a first-hand 
experience as such.

Happy Merdeka Everyone!

WILSON SIEW WEI XIANG
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Before I begin, I would like to acknowledge the 
privilege given to me to write about my 
experience in St. John’s International School 
(SJIS). Being in Malaysia has been great – I 
have studied in international schools for all my 
life, so I am generally fond of the environment. 
I did not have any big expectations before 
joining SJIS for the Pre-University course. 

I had the same perception and 
believe me when I say this, I was 
blown away! The ambience was 
inviting and everyone was 
extremely friendly. People were 
helping one another; this was 
when I met my two friends – 
Wilson and Visali, with whom I just 
clicked with immediately, and we 
have been best friends ever since. 

Wilson is a Chinese while Visali is an Indian. 
Together, we share a very beautiful and 
vibrant friendship. Wilson is in the Art stream 
with me, so I spend most of my time with him. 
I only meet Visali during break time and after 
classes. Both of them are equally important to 
me. I learned a lot from them about their 
respective cultures and practices, which I’m 
very grateful for as I was never exposed to 
such experiences.

Our favourite lecturer, Mr Hamed, has been really 
good to us and has thought us a lot, 
academically and socially. 

In conjunction with the Merdeka month, I’m 
looking forward to celebrating this year’s 
Merdeka with my new friends and lecturers. I 
can’t wait to try cuisines from different countries 
and spend quality time with my friends. This 
occasion has been one of the most awaited one 
every year, but this year is going to be extra 
special as I’ll be celebrating it in SJIS, with the 
people that matter the most. 

Happy Independence Day, Malaysia!

BASIT

SJIS is the best 
institution by far, hands 

down!

“
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We learn the most from our friends who are 
locals from all over the country and from different 
countries with diverse backgrounds. 

The 'Den', a recreational room, was created for the 
purpose of engaging the students in casual 
activities during break times. One could also use 
it as an opportunity to get to know more people 
with whom they share the same building with. 
This was how I met my first friend, Wilson Siew. 
He was an existing SJIS student, indicating that 
he knew more about this institution and its 
faculty members. He helped me to get through 
my first few weeks here and along the way, we 
shared a lot of our own stories together. We 
learned about each other's cultures and disparate 
beliefs over lunch and class breaks. Unknowingly, 
I began to understand that everyone has their 
own way of thinking, that are shaped by their 
racial background, religion, and the household 
and society that they grew up in; the more this 
sunk in, the more I was able to expand my own 
mind. 

Soon after, we met Basit. He's from 
Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, Pakistan and 
he came to Malaysia to pursue his 
A-Level. Basit taught us about his 
culture and how different his life is 
here as compared to when he was in 
his homeland. We also learned about 
the customs of Eid celebration in 
Pakistan. Wilson and I celebrated 
this year’s Eid with him as a warm 
welcome and to make him feel more 
at home. We would make it a point 
to spend our evenings together, just 
chatting and laughing away.

I have acquired essential knowledge from them, 
and in return have also shared what I know. SJIS is 
truly a platform to exchange ideas and meet new 
people, and definitely gain friends for life. My 
experience here has been immensely beneficial 
and highly rewarding to my personal growth, 
both socially and intellectually. 

Selamat Hari Merdeka!

SJIS’ Pre-University Centre was never 
something I imagined I would experience at 
the age of 19, but here I am, and have been 
expressing gratitude towards this institution 
ever since. All my life, I have been a shy kid, 
given very little opportunities to express 
myself and my ideas. It was difficult, trying to 
fit into a community that negates cultivation 
of creative thinking and broad-mindedness. 

It all changed the moment I set my foot into 
SJIS’ Pre-University Centre. It felt like 
transitioning from one world to another. I was 
welcomed very warmly both by the faculty 
members and the students. Everyone was so 
nice and helpful all the time. The more I 
associated myself with them, the more 
confident and outspoken I became. The most 
tangible reason for this is the very nature of 
the people surrounding me, which is 
accepting differences. It is like an unspoken 
but undeniable truth that this place thrives 
due to the contrast between the different 
personalities, backgrounds, and cultures – 
paving ways for the birth of new stimulating 
ideas. 

I have learnt to celebrate diversity and 
practice acceptance towards differing views. I 
personally have learnt so much in a short 
span of 7 months that could prepare me for 
the real world which I have to face out there 
once becoming a working adult. Every day is 
an opportunity to learn something new in 
SJIS’ Pre-University Centre. Textbook 
education is not the only form of learning 
that’s prioritised over here. 

VISALI KUMARAVAL



The glorious Tunku Abdullah Debate Challenge 
(TADC) 2019 raised its curtain today at St. John's 
International School (SJIS) Campus 2. This 
long-anticipated debate challenge was jointly 
organised by Direct English Malaysia and SJIS. The 
Grand Finals of this 'Asian Parliamentary Debate' 
kicked off with an enlivening speech by the 
distinguished TADC Chairman, Tunku Dato’ Seri 
(Dr.) Iskandar Tunku Abdullah. He included his 
heartiest gratitude and appreciation to all the 
participating schools. He also expanded his 
acknowledgement to all the teachers and student 
spectators of respective schools, who turned up in 
great significance. He acknowledged, with great 
pride, that this 2nd edition has succeeded in 
bringing together an even greater number of 
schools. In 2018, 10 schools participated with a total 
number of 20 teams in both categories. This time 
around, it felt great to have 17 schools participating 
with a total of 34 teams in both categories - an 
increase of more than 50% in participation. There 
was once again a good combination of schools: 8 
international schools, 7 national schools and 2 
Chinese independent schools - with one school 
hailing all the way from Sibu, Sarawak! There were 
substantial improvements in TADC debate 
techniques, such as Manner, Method and Matter. 
The eloquent debaters were given scores based on 
these three techniques, creating heat during the 
debate sessions.

There were 3 judges assigned to judge each 
category of TADC Grand Finals 2019. Our 
renowned judges for both categories were Y.A.M. 
Tunku Zain Al-'Abidin ibni Tuanku Muhriz, who is 
an author, writer, columnist and co-founder of 
The Malaysia Think Tank, better known as The 
Institute for Democracy and Economic Affairs – 
IDEAS; Mr Tony Collingridge, OBE, the Capital 
Investment Specialist to the UK Department for 
the International Trade; Y.M. Tunku Halim bin 
Tunku Abdullah, an Advocate and Solicitor by 
training, as well as an award winning author; 
Y.Bhg. Dato' Steve Day, the Founder and Chief 
Executive of Vision Media Four Group; and last but 
not least, Y.M. Datin Dr. Hjh. Raja Mazuin Bt. Raja 
Abd. Aziz, the Vice-President II, Malaysian English 
Language Teaching Association (MELTA).

SJIS would like to congratulate all 
winners and participants for putting 
their best effort forward in the 
debate rounds. As said by Tom 
Clancy, "a lively discussion is usually 
helpful, because the hottest fire 
makes the hardest steel"; it was 
certainly an eventful day for debaters 
and guests alike.

Tunku Abdullah Debate Challenge
(TADC) 2019: Grand Finals
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The heavily anticipated St. John’s International School’s first-ever Cross Country and Charity Run 2019 has 
successfully ended. The event, an effort by SJIS’ Interact Club, was held at the Perdana Botanical Garden, 
Kuala Lumpur, and was aimed at raising funds. Besides that, this event was also organised to have the 
existing sports houses compete for the Cross Country Run 2019 Challenge Trophy.

All participants had to complete a 6km course, while passing through 33 checkpoints. Before the event 
was flagged off by Mr Joel Tan, the President of Metro KL Rotary Club, accompanied by our very own 
respected Principal, Mr Suresh Dass, there was an enlivening warm-up session with the dynamic duo – 
Mr Dinesh and Mr Azizi, SJIS’ gym instructor and SJIS’ sports coach, respectively. The top 7 finishers in 
the 8 categories contributed points for their respective sports houses, from 10 points for the 1st position 
to 2 points for the 7th position.

Before the prize giving ceremony, the Guest of Honour, Mr Joel Tan, was 
presented with a plaque of appreciation by Yang Mulia Tunku Dato’ Seri (Dr.) 
Iskandar Bin Tunku Abdullah, SJIS’ Campus 2 BOG Chairman and Campus 1 
Advisor. The beautiful plaque was a unique “Batik on Wood” artwork 
designed by our artistic Handicraft Club students.

Following that, all the winners were awarded with their well-deserved medals. Congratulations to all the 
participants and winners for exhibiting great sportsmanship, while maintaining a positive spirit.

Cross Country & Charity Run 2019

We cannot do great
things on this Earth, 
only small things 
with great love!

–Mother Teresa !

“ “
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Her journey of being a volunteer in St. John’s Ambulance. 
(Cross Country & Charity Run Volunteer)
The name St John represents three things that have played a 
significant role in my life. First and foremost, my alma mater, St John’s 
International School; St John Baptiste de La Salle, the patron saint of 
teachers, the selfless founder of the de La Salle Brothers; and lastly, but 
certainly not least, St John Ambulance Malaysia. 

I first joined SJA in 2013 as a fresh year 7 student. At the time, our 
school had not formally established a division yet. However, after about 
2 years of stagnancy, a turning point came in 2015, when we finally sat 
for our Basic First Aid examination, the gateway to becoming a cadet. 
The following year, I was appointed as the Divisional Secretary, and in 
2017, I was appointed as Vice Member in Charge cum Training 
Coordinator. 

During my time as a cadet, I had attended multiple state and national camps, where I got the chance to 
meet members from all over the country. *Among these camps was the Cadet Leadership Development 
Seminar: a gruelling 4D3N camp filled with footdrill, leadership courses, and team building activities that 
put our leadership and teamwork to the test, designed to prepare us to lead our divisions back at school. 
In addition, public duties were a staple of a cadet’s schedule. It was during these duties that we put what 
we learned in the classroom into practice.

Ultimately, the things I learned there moulded me into the person that I am 
today, and these skills and experiences definitely came in handy in my role of 
Assistant Head Prefect too. I’m very grateful to have had the guidance of our 
senior, Tan Zhe Chung, as well as our teacher advisor, Ms Catherine, and 
members of the first committee: Nelson, Xiu Wen, Kevin, Nicole, Wayne Tan, 
Wayne Boo and Jun Da. 

Upon completion of IGCSEs, I decided to continue my service with SJA, so I transferred to KL Pudu 
Combined Adult Division (PCA) in 2018. As I was looking through the duty lists posted weekly, my eyes lit 
up when I came across our school’s cross country run.....pg 8

MEET STEPHANIE CHEAH !

Pic :From Left: Mr.Chang (Ambulance 
Officer), Tong Hui Qi (SJIS Alumni), 

Stephanie Cheah (SJIS Alumni),

Member from Sri Bintang Selatan School, 
Member from Taman Bukit Maluri, Member 

from Methodist boy school.
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As I was looking through the duty lists posted weekly, my eyes lit up when I came across our school’s 
cross country run. I immediately told Hui Qi (pictured in the photo next to me) , fellow alumna and 
one of my closest friends that I’d recruited into my adult division  and the two of us eagerly signed 
up. When we stepped out of the ambulance, first aid kits in hand, a wave of nostalgia swept over me 
as I saw familiar faces in a sea of red, yellow and green. A vivid memory from 2017 popped up of me 
putting on my bib while chatting with my friends, getting ready for our penultimate cross country 
run at the very same venue. 

However, I was quickly brought back to reality as Ms Tan briefed us on our station for the run. After all, 
I was there to be on duty, and I needed to be ready for the task at hand, should any unfortunate 
mishaps occur.
Thankfully, the run went on without major incidents or injuries. It truly was impressive to see the 
sheer number of students in attendance, as well as the support from participants in the Open 
category. I was also surprised and maybe a bit envious to see a Milo truck and boxes upon boxes of 
Revive isotonic drinks, we didn’t have that during my time! Overall, it was a pleasure to have played 
my part in ensuring that the event went smoothly.

Since transferring to PCA, I have since obtained my Home Nursing 
certificate, attended a Casualty Simulation course and put these skills to 
use at a (Disaster Simulation event in Universiti Malaya), and gone for many 
more duties. In the following years, I plan to take the Advanced First Aid 
course to further my first aid knowledge, and I am aiming to become a 
certified First Aid Trainer in the near future. 

Pic :From Left : Stephanie Cheah (SJIS Alumni), Tong Hui Qi (SJIS Alumni)

 If you’d like to find out more about first aid and/or St John Ambulance, SJA is 
hosting a biweekly introductory Rakan St John First Aid class that will equip you 
with the basic skills needed to save a life. Find out more at 
https://www.facebook.com/sjamwp
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Pic :From Left:From Left : Nelson Lim 
(University Cheng Kung University), 
Primeela Gunalan (University of 
Melbourne) and Andrew Anel (Plymouth 
University) 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT TALK BY ALUMNI SPEAKERS!!

Primeela Gunalan (University of Melbourne),

Andrew Anel (Plymouth University) 
& Nelson Lim (National Cheng Kung University)

Experience is a
master teacher,
even when it’s
not our own

― Gina Greenlee

“ “
SJIS hosted a personal development talk session for year 10 students on the 1st of August, 2019. The 
session was led by our very own Alumni represented by Mr.AndrewAnel,
Ms.Primeela Gunalan and Mr.Nelson Lim.

We should be always receptive and open to young minds’ creative way of 
thinking and allow innovative ideas from them for the betterment and 
enhancement of growth in every aspect, to be great achievers in their life. 
Connecting and interacting with Alumni who have gone through the 
process and attained success in various fields of their choice of career, will 
serve as a great help and a contributing factor towards the current students 
to look up to these Alumni's experience in the current students’ interested 
field. 

A total of 150 students participated and all of them enjoyed the productive and beneficial talk. The 
session provided an opportunity for an open dialogue between Alumni and the participating students. 
Alumni shared their invaluable experiences with the students in various aspects of their career 
life...pg10
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...The students had a fruitful 1 hour 
session which was from 2pm to 3pm. We 
firmly believe that they had gained 
knowledge and information with lots of 
inputs from the Alumni including 
guidelines to prepare for their bright 
future in the course of their favoured 
career.

We are delighted that we have 
been able to develop an 
informative and productive 
session to bring students 
together with a group of 
dedicated Alumni who had 
achieved success in their very 
own Uni life. 

The session was conducted successfully 
and ended with Q&A session followed by 
the Presentation of Certificates for all 
participants by SJIS Principal,Mr.Suresh!

We would love to hear what you have been doing 
since leaving SJIS! If you’d like to be on the next 
Alumni spotlight please email grace@sjis.edu.my 
with your name, years in SJIS and you have 
been up to!

WANT TO BE
SPOTLIGHTED?



24
AUG

Futsal Competition
(Friendly match between
Alumni & Current Students)

27
JUL

Charity Cross
Country Run

5
OCT

Personal
Development Talk
by a local speaker

14
SEP

Gathering
at The Olive Tree

2
NOV

Personal
Development Talk
by a local speaker

31
OCT

Work
with a non-profit organisation
for day projects

2019 ALUMNI
EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s

ST.JOHN’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL | ALUMNI NEWSLETTER page 11

Like our sjisalumni FB page to get more updates
on upcoming Alumni events and activities.

Trace Restaurant & Bar :
8 Jalan Binjai | Level 40, Kuala Lumpur 50450, Malaysia

Benefits :

      30% off all F&B (except Alcohol beverages.)

      Applicable for max 10 people in a group.

SJIS PRIVILEGE CARD
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The Edge Learning Center in Malaysia is a 
leading educational service provider that 
specialises in Test Preparation and 
Admissions Consulting. We offer a full range 
of educational services under one roof to 
better serve the needs of students, families, 
schools, and companies. 

Founded in Hong Kong 2008, The Edge 
Learning Centre has since expanded to 
multiple centers in Malaysia, Singapore, 
Shanghai and Beijing. With our team of 
international expertise, we analyse and 
formulate techniques that incorporate best 
practices and inspire learning. The Edge 
Learning Centre provides thousands of 
students support for Admissions into 
Harvard, Stanford, MIT as well as most of the 
Top 50 American Universities.

At The Edge Learning Centre, we 
adopt a hands-on and 
results-oriented approach to 
education through fun and 
engaging experience. Our unique 
and holistic approach to 
education learning allows us to 
discover the potential in every 
student. Together, we pave the 
road to their success. 

The Edge Learning Center offers a 
comprehensive consulting service guiding 
students through the arduous college 
application and selection process. 

Our counselors are the best in the industry at 
getting the results our parents demand. 
Results driven, world-class Test Preparation 
for a wide range of tests including SAT, SAT 
Subject Tests, ACT, TOEFL, IELTS.

U.global connects you with opportunities to 
study, work, and live almost anywhere in the 
world. 

Our whole life approach takes you 
from student to professional to, 
possibly, a new home overseas, 
with advisors and services 
reassuring every step of the way. 

The Edge Learning Center Malaysia

Suite 8-12A-1, Level 12A, 
Menara Olympia, No 8, Jalan Raja Chulan, 
50200 Kuala Lumpur

Contact Number: +60320701800
Website: www.theedgelearning.com.my
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Intakes:
IGCSE

SEPT 2019 INTAKE

JAN 2020 INTAKE

PRIMARY

JAN 2020 INTAKE

PRESCHOOL

JAN 2020 INTAKE

10 % Bursary for Lasallian 
& Convent Alumni (T&C 

Apply)

50% Bursary for Lasallian 
& Convent Alumni for A 
Levels 
(T&C Apply)


