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WHATS IN THIS ISSUE?

Venus Batch 2016- 10As
SJIS was the turning point for me. Being a student from a 
Mandarin-speaking school prior to enrolment in SJIS, there 
were many changes I had to adapt to. This undoubtedly 
included the need to converse in English on a daily basis, as 
well as a different style of learning in class, for example, 
presentations and class discussions. I was very anxious about 
the fact that I had to speak up during lessons, and this made 
me very unconfident. However, I had very good mentors and 
friends who supported me throughout my high school life. I 
became a better learner; I revisited topics after topics when 
my understanding was not adequate, and I would often seek 
for clarifications from my teachers. I started to express myself 
better as well, after various attempts at public speaking...pg1
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Although it was a small school before, SJIS offered some of the best support that I needed; 
encouraging individuals were all around me and they were good influences. Being close to 
them has shaped me into a much more determined and hardworking student, since my 
group of friends and I have always studied together. We have also been given a lot of 
exposure on how to manage different tasks here in SJIS. 

The teachers in SJIS were top-notch. They always 
prompted students to ask questions and were 
extremely passionate when providing 
explanations. During my upper secondary years, I 
approached the lecturers whenever I had any 
doubts, and they went out of their ways to make 
sure that I received the support I needed. 

This applied especially to my Economics and 
Business Studies teacher, Mr. Hamed, who I still 
keep in touch with. He was everyone’s favorite; he 
ensured the quality of his teaching, while always 
going above and beyond to keep students 
engaged in the lessons. He offered his insights in 
life, and always checked up on his students’ 
well-being. He has my respect until today, and I 
look up to him in various aspects of life. 

I am currently a first-year medical student at 
Monash University. I always had an inclination 
towards Biology and Chemistry, which forms one 
of the bases of my passion towards Medicine. 
Every day is an eye-opening experience for me. 
The smallest virus makes me realise and 
appreciate the role of a healthcare practitioner, as 
we now see how deadly and fatal it can be to the 
population. Everything correlates with one another, 
and the amount of knowledge we would have to 
apply in real life is substantial. 
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I can see my favorite teachers more often 
now! I also met a lot of my batchmates 
who were last seen on the final day of 
high school. Besides, I had the honour to 
witness the growth of the school, and I 
am glad that my juniors are utilising more 
facilities and are able to study in a more 
conducive environment. Revisiting my 
‘roots’ is certainly easier!

Thanks to SJIS, I 
learned how to persist 
through hard times. 
With determination, 
comes success; and I 
always believe that if 
there’s a will, there’ll 
surely be a way.
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Amy-Batch 2016- 8As

Spending my last three years in SJIS, I gained 
irreplaceable memories, along with the countless 
benefits throughout my time here. With the school 
providing many different subjects, 

I was able to approach topics that I was interested in. 
The teachers also helped me throughout the way, 
guiding me not only academically, but also by giving 
advices when I needed them. I loved how SJIS held 
various extracurricular activities and competitions that 
we could participate in, for example MSSWPKL Tennis. 
SJIS was, and could have been the only place I was able 
to experience a better social life and develop to be a 
better person.

Besides that, I also owe my success to Mr Hamed, who 
taught me Economics and Business Studies. I was able 
to change my personality all thanks to him. He helped 
me from being a person who was stuck in my own 
cocoon, to break free and become more open-minded.

 The kind and friendly teachers were always there 
whenever I had questions or doubts; they never 
hesitated to assist me. All the teachers were helpful, 
and until today I am very grateful to be taught by them. 
My favourite subject was, and will always be 
Mathematics. 

We would love to hear what you have 
been doing since leaving SJIS! 

If you’d like to be on the next Alumni 
spotlight please email 
grace@sjis.edu.my with your name, 
years in SJIS and you have been up to!

WANT TO BE
SPOTLIGHTED?
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I am currently a freshman at Yonsei University, 
Korea, majoring in Integrated Science and 
Engineering. I chose to major in this course 
specifically because I will be able to 
experience life and culture in Korea. 

Having all the lessons conducted in English, I 
believe, is the best option for me. I had no 
intentions of wasting my time there, so to make 
the most out of it, I participated in various clubs 
in my university. I am a member of the Student 
Council, a manager under our university 
basketball club, and the lead vocalist in a band 
called ‘A:oulim’. Although studying is extremely 
important, I consider spending time with my 
friends to be equally important. 

Thus, I keep myself occupied with many other 
activities such as part-time jobs and tutoring 
English. Yonsei University provides me with so 
many different routes and opportunities. The 
time I spent studying tirelessly in high school 
made it possible for me to keep up the 
perseverance in the university of my choice. I 
will be choosing my detailed major by the end 
of this year, which will be either nanomedical or 
energy engineering, or environmental 
engineering.

It is not easy to meet up with high school 
friends, batch mates and teachers once you 
leave high school, because of university and 
other matters. The same applies to me; I was 
disappointed with myself for not being able to 
make time for my loved ones. 

The Alumni events provide the 
means for us to meet and 
catch up on things which are 
long overdue. I personally 
regard the events as 
remarkable, as it is now 
possible for the students and 
teachers to reconnect. 
Although I live elsewhere, I 
would gladly take part in any 
of the Alumni events in the 
near future, should I be given 
the chance. environmental 
engineering.

Amy-Batch 2016- 8As
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Meet our dancing star
Sri Abiraamy – Batch 2016- 7A’s

Everything in the 
Universe has rhythm. 
Everything dances 
~Maya Angelou

“ “
I joined St John’s International School (SJIS) in 2015 
when I was in Year 10. Having had the same circle of 
friends for approximately half my life, I didn’t expect it 
to be easy to fit in, but when I joined, I was proved 
wrong. 

The students, teachers and management were very 
accommodating and went out of their way to ensure 
my new classmates, and I felt welcomed. Despite the 
switch in syllabus, coming from a government school 
previously, the teachers definitely made it easier to 
adapt. 

Not only were they supportive in the classroom, they 
were also willing to provide emotional support and 
ease the learning process, especially Mr Hamed, my 
economics teacher. He showers his pupils with love 
and care and takes the initiative to get to know each 
and every one of them.

During my time in SJIS, I was a student by day, and a 
Bharathanatyam dancer by night which I believed 
helped me with my time management skills. I started 

dancing at the tender age of 8 and ever 
since, I cannot imagine a life without it. The 
friends I made in SJIS were a great support 
system.  They encourage me to strive for the 
best both academically and in dance.



ST.JOHN’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL | ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 7

In 2017, I completed my Arangetram (dance graduation) 
under Laasya Arts Academy, earning the title 'Nritya Tara', 
literally translating into Dancing Star. Ever since then, I 
have travelled locally and to countries such as Singapore 
and India to perform and extend my knowledge in this 
field. 

A teacher who shared my passion for the performing arts 
is Mr. Ganesan, my business studies teacher. Although I 
only knew him for a brief period of time, he supported me 
throughout the journey towards my Arangetram, even 
when I have already left the school.

I am currently studying in Sunway 
College and aim to pursue legal 
studies abroad in the future. From time 
to time, I make it a point to visit SJIS 
and my former teachers. Recently, I 
attended the alumni gathering hosted 
in the new school compound and must 
say the progress SJIS has made over 
the years has been truly remarkable.

The alumni group has allowed me to rekindle friendships 
from the past and stay in touch with my ex schoolmates. I 
am excited to see what is in store for us in the near future 
and hope to participate in as many activities as possible. 
To all the students of SJIS, I would like to wish you all the 
best, and, to the teachers who guided me every step of 
the way, I express my heartfelt gratitude.  

Sri Abiraamy –
Batch 2016- 7A’s

Fellow alumni, I look forward to seeing 
you all soon. Here’s to new beginnings!

IN THIS WEEK

ALUMNI
SPOTLIGHT
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SJIS honours our best achievers!

Best Achievers in 
Cambridge Assessment 
International Education 
(CAIE) Year 2013 to 2018, 
Best Achievers in 
Cambridge Assessment 
International Education 
(CAIE) GCE A-LEVEL 
EXAMINATION Year 2012 to 
Year 2019 and Best 
Achievers in Cambridge 
Assessment International 
Education (CAIE) Lower 
Secondary Checkpoint 
Examination Year 2014 to 
Year 2018.

It's our pride to
nurture great achievers!



ST.JOHN’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL | ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 9

The SJIS Carnival was a shining success, whereby 
an impressive profit was gained from the sales. 
Compared to 2018, the total profit this year was RM 
31,120 with a combination of booth occupants and 
coupon sales, as well as sponsorship of the Rotary 
Club, Metro KL. 

This year’s carnival had 49 occupied booths by our 
young entrepreneurs and external parties. With a 
delectable spread of food and colourful 
concoctions, it was certainly a sight to admire in 
SJIS’ Campus 1.

Besides that, products and items were sold to 
raise money for charity. Visitors and students had 
their fun doses with the games offered. The main, 
gruesome attraction, caught everyone’s attention 
with its gory inhabitants. 

Visitors were scared out of their wits as they took 
bloody and timid steps in ‘The Trail of Fear.’ The 
Interactors certainly outdid themselves. 

A huge appreciation goes to the organisers, 
especially SJIS’ very own Interact Club, for making 
this school carnival an unforgettable moment. 

A Captivating Carnival

20% from the sales conducted
in each booth will be directed
to charity organisations
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27
JUL

Futsal Competition
(Friendly match between
Alumni & Current Students)

24
AUG

Charity Cross
Country Run

19
OCT

Work with non profit
organisation

16
NOV

White Party

Alumni Activities 2019

Are you looking for a 
way to make a 
difference for animals?

It's important to recognize that 
animals are a part of our society - 
and we can definitely make a 
difference for taking part in helping 
them by being a volunteer.

As a volunteer, you will be involved 
with activities such as cleaning, help 
to prepare and serve meals to the 
animals and not forgetting spending 
some time with them.
Malaysia Independent Animal 
Rescue is a non-profit team that 
helps strays in need.
Malaysia Independent Animal 
Rescue was founded in 2008 by 
Ms.Puspa Rani. MIAR is a non-profit 
team that helps strays in need and 
is dedicated to saving abused 
animals especially dogs. Their belief 
is that every animal deserves "Just One Chance".
They are a group of rescuers dedicated to the rescue, fostering and rehabilitation of abused and 
abandoned dogs. Once the rescued dogs are medically treated, healed and rehabilitated, they are up for 
adoption.
Puspa Rani has to-date saved the lives and successfully rehabilitated & rehomed over 700 dogs.

Let's make a difference together! Please RSVP your attendance with Ms.Grace.



ST.JOHN’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL | ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 11



ST.JOHN’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL | ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 12

SJIS Privilege Card

The SJIS Privilege card entitles its members to certain discounts and other benefits as notified by SJIS 
to the members from time to time. If you would like to collect your card please drop by at our SJIS 
Office,1st Floor Campus 2,Ming Building. For those who are attending The Alumni Gathering on 15 
June 2019, you will receive the Privilege Card upon registration.

With SJIS Privilege Card, all Alumni will be able to 
enjoy benefits from The Olive Tree Group : Venue 
Rental for Private Events Olive Tree Group provides 
space for any of your private events, from team 
dinners to birthday celebrations, in order for the rental 
fees to be waived, they would require you to 
purchase food and drinks from their venue. 

If you’d like to only rent the space, Olive Tree Group 
have that option too. Rental rates can be discussed. 

Alumni will be able to enjoy the benefits as stated 
below: 

15% off all F&B (except promo items.)
Special Happy Hour price for Alumni all 
day
Special Monthly Promos designed 
specifically for Alumni Exclusive Events 
(Free Invites) 
No Cover Charge if Privilege Card is 
shown at the door.
Applicable to all outlets under The Olive 
Tree Group. !
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SJIS Privilege Card

Alumni will be able to enjoy 20% discount 
on selected items at their store located at 
Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman. !

Wisma Harwant, WP, 106, Jalan Tuanku 
Abdul Rahman,50100 Kuala Lumpur

Submarine Restaurant Scorpene ll provides space for any of your 
private events, from team dinners to birthday celebrations, in order 
for the rental fees to be waived, they would require you to purchase 
food and drinks from their venue. If you’d like to only rent the 
space, Olive Tree Group have that option too. Rental rates can be 
discussed.

Alumni will be able to enjoy the benefits as stated below:

15% off all F&B Lunch & Dinner
Special Promos designed specifically 

No 12, Jalan Gereja, 50100 KL.

We are pleased to announce that Trace 
Restaurant and Bar has offered all SJIS Alumni 
and employees :

30% off all F&B (except Alcohol beverages.)
Applicable for max 10 people in a group.
Effective date : 12 August 2019 till 12 August 
2020

In order to receive this discount, you must present your SJIS 
Privilege Card at the time of the purchase.

We are pleased to announce that Nosh, Tipple & 
Brew has offered all SJIS Alumni and employees :

10% off all items, all day long (except Alcohol 
beverages and promo items)
To be able to utilize the “Lounge Room/ Area” at 
Nosh, Tipple & Brew for free, upon availability.
Effective date :i 10 September 2019 till 10 
September 2020

Bangunan Ming, Jalan Bukit Nanas, 
Kuala Lumpur, 50250 Kuala Lumpur, 
Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur

Trace Restaurant & Bar (Westin Hotel) :
8 Jalan Binjai | Level 40, Kuala Lumpur 
50450, Malaysia.

In order to receive this discount, you must present your 
SJIS Privilege Card at the time of the purchase.
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Scholarships that was given
for 2019 intake

" feel good... taste good..
See you at the top..."

Atmosphere 360 Revolving Restaurant
TH02, Menara Kuala Lumpur
No.2, Jalan Puncak Off Jalan P. Ramlee, 50250 Kuala Lumpur

Scholarships

60%

70%

80%

100%

Total

5

4

2

9

19

Number of Students

La Sallian Bursaries

10%

50%

Total

2

14

16

Number of Students
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IGCSE

SEPT 2019 INTAKE

JAN 2020 INTAKE

PRIMARY

JAN 2020 INTAKE

PRESCHOOL

JAN 2020 INTAKE

10 % Bursary for Lasallian 
& Convent Alumni
(T&C Apply)

50% Bursary for Lasallian 
& Convent Alumni for A 
Levels 
(T&C Apply)

JOIN US ON

COMING
OPEN DAY

INTAKES
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Admissions Consulting
What You Think It Is and What It Actually Is
The 2019 college admissions bribery scandal, nicknamed ”Operation Varsity Blues”,
uncovered a criminal conspiracy to influence undergraduate admissions decisions at
some of the most prestigious American universities. It exposed the length to which
some of the wealthiest parents would go to ensure that their children receive the best
education in the country. 

They sought “help” from an admissions consultant, William Singer who:
• facilitated cheating on SAT and ACT tests for his clients by either paying someone else to take
  the tests in the clients’ place or doctoring their test scores

• bribed school coaches and administrators into pretending the clients were athletic recruits worthy of admission into top colleges

This is a perfect counter-example of what admissions consulting is about. So what does legitimate and ethical admissions consulting 
actually entail?

As college applications have become brutally competitive over the years; excellent grades and leadership skills are no longer

received. Consequently, more Ivy league aspirants are seeking ways of standing out from the sea of straight-As and school club
presidents. And this is the area in which admissions consultants can offer invaluable support, to legitimately step in and guide
applicants over several big hurdles.

• Pro�ling and Pro�le-Building

enable you to stand out from the crowd.

• University Shortlisting, Selection and Application
The school selection process is more complicated than it seems. Consultants are able to help you to reduce stress associated with

background and preferences best.

• Personal Statements and Essays
You will then be required to craft outstanding and uniquely relevant application documents such as resume and essays. Bear in mind
that the consultants are only able to review and provide feedback on your drafts, not write them for you.

• Interview Preparation
Merely having top-notch essays will not grant you a spot in your desired school and degree if you fail to make an impression during
the interview. Consultants provide extensive and comprehensive coaching that covers all aspects of the interview process.

www.theedgelearning.com.my
Suite 8-12A-1, Level 12A, Menara Olympia, No.8 Jalan Raja Chulan, 50200, Kuala Lumpur

We are one of Asia’s leading education experts, specialising in the 
integrated provision of Admissions Consulting and Test Preparation.

To receive a COMPLIMENTARY consultation, call us at +603 2070 1800 or
email your enquiries to mikhail.lim@theedgelearning.com.sg 

 

The Edge Learning Center Malaysia

MONE
Y-BACK

GUARA
NTEE!*

* University Admissions Consulting only
  Terms and Conditions apply

Admissions Consultants are meant to guide, inspire and support you at every step of your journey.
But they cannot guarantee you a spot in the chosen university. They are, nonetheless,

professionals who are able to maximise your chances of admission.


