
FOREWORD
WELCOME! to our second edition of On Pine-
apple Hill, which captures engaging and event-
ful moments from our end. In our move of main-
taining holistic education and knowledge trans-
mission, students’ e�orts are always taken into 
account – no matter big or small. We would also 
like to congratulate the students for their stride 
towards excellence. Anticipate what is to come; 
we hope you enjoy �ipping each section of this 
newsletter. 

Welcome to our 2nd 
issue of ‘On Pineapple 
Hill’ – stay abreast with 
the events in our 
Secondary School, 
where we have 
captured academic 
events and the 
vibrance of sports. We 
witnessed the launch 
of Science 
Enhancement Month, 
to keep students and 
teachers in the line of excitement. The month of 
February, as exciting as it may be with our preparation 
of the 8th Awards Ceremony and segregation of 
awards, had an unpleasant visitor – Coronavirus, 
which sent everyone in a zone of anxiety and concern. 
Our sta� members stepped up to be part of the 
prevention by proactively doing temperature checks 
every morning and ensuring everyone gets their hands 
sanitised. We also made it our mission to expose the 
students to United Nations’ Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), to keep everyone grounded on life’s 
essentials. Let us remain mindful of our well-being and 
hygiene at all times. With the same hype, we hope to 
keep you updated with the happenings. We sincerely 
hope that you enjoy reading each section, as much as 
we excitedly penned everything down for you. 
Cheers, February. 

PRINCIPAL’S
WORDS OF
WISDOM

FEBRUARY. ALL ABOARD,
ON PINEAPPLE HILL! 

NEXT
DESTINATION

– Patience Strong 
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STAY AWAY,
CORONAVIRUS

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

WHAT’S UP, FEBRUARY?

The teachers and sta� of St. John’s International 
Secondary School played their part in an e�ort to deter 
the spread of Coronavirus. Temperature checks were 
done post-CNY break, as the students made their way 
to the classrooms. The teachers also vigilantly ensured 
that each student sanitised their hands thoroughly. The 
Principal, Dr Inderjeet Singh Sidhu, got down to 
business and assisted the teachers on duty.  Please be 
assured that we are doing all that we can to curb this. 
Let's all work together and �ght this. 

Has it occurred to you that while we are busy 
chasing wealth, we neglect an essential part of us – 
our health?

Are we guilty of doing the same? If 
this statement has hit a nerve, then it 
is time to change.

Assemblies in St. John’s International Secondary 
School cover more than just the typical 
school-related information. During the Lower 
Secondary and IGCSE assemblies, the students 
were exposed to United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

What is this, and why does it a�ect 
us? 
Under the patronages of United Nations, there are 
17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
endorsed by 193 countries in September 2015 as an 
over-arching policy framework through 2030. 

In brief, sustainable development has to meet the needs 
of the current generation without setting aside the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs. In 
order for these goals to be achieved, it is vital to be 
harmonised with 3 core elements: economic growth, 
social inclusion and environmental protection. 
Both sessions, conducted by Dr Inderjeet Singh Sidhu, 
the Principal of St. John’s International Secondary 
School, covered widespread information on SDGs and 
how the students can contribute towards realising the 
goals. The 17 SDGs are: 

Humanitarian response, 
sustainable development and 
sustaining peace are three 
sides of the same triangle
- António Guterres
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What you do makes a 
di�erence, and you have to 
decide what kind of di�erence 
you want to make.
- Jane Goodall

It was eye-opening for the students to 
receive information as such, and many 
of them exchanged comments with Dr 
Inderjeet during the session. It was also 
acknowledged that the students and 
teachers have already started moving 
towards achieving the goals; one 
notable point will be the numerous 
e�orts by The Interact Club, among 
others. 

With their convincing hunger to make a 
change, the assembly session on both 
days ended on a high note. Let us 
envision a better place for all of us, with 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).
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GREAT MOMENTS ARE BORN
FROM GREAT
OPPORTUNITIES
Ethan Ng Jia Le has made a mark in the Johor Ice 
Hockey Tournament 2020. The tournament, which 
was held on 11th January 2020 and 12th January 
2020, saw participation from 14 teams all over the 
world. Each team was required to play 3 games in a 
day in order to get to the �nal round; that really 
tested their endurance level, as well as mental 
strength and stamina. 

Ethan’s team, Frostbiters, came in 
second against Sepp One in the �nal 
round. Well done, Ethan. 

PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CUREPREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE
Do you agree? We at St. John’s 
International Secondary School, 
certainly do. Earlier this month, we 
received a visit from a team of nurses 
from Klinik Kesihatan Hang Tuah. 
After making direct arrangements, 
they came in to provide HPV 
Vaccinations for the Year 7 and Year 9 
female students. Human 
papillomavirus vaccines prevent 
infection by certain types of human 
papillomavirus; these are routinely 
recommended for 13-year olds. We 
would like to express our gratitude to 
the team from Klinik Kesihatan Hang 
Tuah for their measures towards 
prevention. 
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FEBRUARY IS THE SCIENCE MONTH 
On 3rd February 2020 and 4th February 2020, the 
Lower Secondary and IGCSE assemblies witnessed 
the launch of Science Enhancement Month. There 
was “Show and Tell” by our remarkable young 
scientists on both days, to mark the start of 
enhancement activities. Below are some activities to 
be anticipated in conjunction with Science 
Enhancement Month: 

Annual Science Quiz: 10th February 2020 (Round 1)
10.30 a.m. – 11 a.m. (Lower Secondary)
3 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. (IGCSE)

Oxbridge & KTJ Engineering Workshop: 16th 
February 2020 (Sunday) - Kolej Tuanku Ja'afar, 
Mantin 

Annual Science Quiz: 17th February 2020 (Round 2) – 
Lower Secondary
Annual Science Quiz: 17th February 2020 (Round 2) – 
IGCSE 

Celebrating cultural di�erences is not 
something new in St. John’s International Secondary 
School. It has become an annual tradition and practice 
to host gatherings for parents, teachers and sta� 
members to develop better bonds. To mark the year of 
the Metal Rat, the Marketing Team hosted a Chinese 
New Year dinner on 6th February 2020. The main hall 
in our secondary school was captivatingly decorated 
in red, signifying the celebration. Apart from rejoicing 
on diverse di�erences, the Chinese New Year dinner 
was organised to get all the Chinese parents together 
and multiply our acquaintances. The evening started 
o� with the lively and energetic Lion Dance, capturing 
the audience with the beats. Next, our Executive 
Principal, Mr Suresh Dass, welcomed the crowd and a 

speech was given by Ng Cal-Ly, one of our 
successful Alumni of 2017. Chinese New Year dinner 
is never complete without the “Yee Sang” toss and 
prosperous wishes of ‘Lou Hei” (high toss). There 
were exchanges of well wishes amongst guests, 
and it was most de�nitely pleasant to the eyes and 
ears. The occasion was also graced by our eminent 
guests Y. M. Tunku Dato’ Ahmad Burhanuddin Bin 
Tunku Dato Seri Adnan, Tunku Elana Khyra, Ms. 
Angeline Lim Suan See and Tuan Megat Mizan 
Nicholas Denney, amongst others. The event 
continued with the mingling amongst sta�, 
teachers and the respected parents and ended with 
photography sessions full of beaming smiles.
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PRE – UNIVERSITY STUDY CENTRE 
“A LEVEL TEAM GROK-ED THE DAY”

“It was truly an unorthodox and interesting session for 
everyone since our public speaking skills were put to 
test as we were expected to provide constructive 
feedback about the presenters," Kuan Jun Han 
commented. 

“I’ve learned that presentation skills are very important 
especially when you are presenting to a target audience 
of students and parents. I can even persuade people 
better now!" added Richard Siew Wei Zhe.

What are these young men raving about? It's none 
other than The Grok Sales Challenge. The event was 
held on 22nd January 2020 in Achieve Room, VE Hotel 
& Residence, Bangsar South from 9.00 a.m. till 4.00 
p.m. It was an event well received by many, including 5 
of our very own Pre-University Study Centre students, 
who were privileged to take on the role of student 
judges.

“I felt that the event enabled me to better understand 
and appreciate the roles that University o�cers play in 
shaping opinions and moulding our collective 
perceptions on speci�c universities," said Davin Singh, 
obviously impressed with the outcome.

There were two parts of the day's event; our students, 
Vice Principal & A Level Coordinator, Ms Catherine Foo, 
found both sessions intriguingly beneficial. 

The �rst part (Blind Chats) allowed our students to 
speak about their interests and goals to representatives 

from various universities. They then went on to 
assess the essence of the conversations. 
For the second part (Ignite Sessions), the 
university representatives got 20 slides each, 
which advanced every 15 seconds. Following that 
was a fast paced and fun presentation of about 5 
minutes, after which Ms Catherine and the 
students provided critical and valued feedback 
via their online survey.

Davin also said that the role reversal activity 
helped him to critically assess the quality of 
information delivered. Another student, Kuan Jun 
Hao, commented that the experience was in fact 
an eye-opener as he learned many new things, 
such as methods of giving constructive and 
credible feedback.

The digital age has made connections easier than 
ever. The internet and social media have changed 
the exploration of international education and 
recruitment platforms for the better.

“Grok exposed us to what we should look for in a 
university and our priorities. My buddies and I 
also picked up tips on decision-making factors 
related to course and career choices,” remarked 
Nicholas Patrick Boudville, with con�dence.

SJIS would like to thank the Grok team, for 
exposing our Pre-University students to various 
opportunities and skills. We look forward for 
more events as such in the near future, as quoted 
by Vernon Howard, "always walk through life as if 
you have something new to learn, and you will."
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WHAT'S NEXT?
8TH AWARDS CEREMONY
15TH FEBRUARY 2020 (SATURDAY) 
8 A.M. TO 12 P.M. 

Awards Ceremony is an annual event, where students’ 
accomplishments and achievements in academics, as 
well as sports and clubs are acknowledged. Expect 
something new this year with Vanke’s “The Greenest 
Club 2019”, an award customised to recognise a club’s 
proactive measures in conserving the environment 
through Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
Expect to be wowed by the primary students, too. To 
find out more, save the date and join us; let us get 
together to give a standing ovation to the students on 
their big day! 

29TH FEBRUARY 2020 
(SATURDAY)
8 A.M. TO 11 A.M. 

Do you want to make a difference? Ever 
wanted to make way for charity but 
never really found the time? Now is the 
perfect time! Join us at University of 
Malaya for the Charity Cross Country 
Run, with the tagline “Run for Hope & 
Join the Fight Against Cancer”. See you 
there! 

CHARITY CROSS
COUNTRY RUN 2020

ST. JOHN’S INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL’S OPEN DAY
22ND FEBRUARY 2020 
(SATURDAY)
9.30 A.M. TO 4.30 P.M. 
Discover how remarkable the learning 
experience at St. John’s International 
Secondary School can be. Explore our 
academic platforms and other facilities; 
grab this chance to ask us anything that 
could be on your mind as the parent of a 
potential student. You will also be given 
an informative tour of our school. An 
attractive rebate of RM 1000 shall be 
given upon enrolment on the very day. To 
find out more, you can reach us at 
03-2022 4881 or email us at 
openday@sjis.edu.my
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RELAX, LEARN, HAVE FUN! 
We are excited to announce that St. John’s International Primary and Secondary School Extended 
Learning Teams are organising an educational trip/ team building camp for the students. For this 
round of educational trip, we are opening the registration for Year 5 and Year 6 students only. Please 
find the details below: 

DATE: 14TH MARCH 2020 & 15TH MARCH 2020 (SATURDAY & SUNDAY) 
LOCATION: BUKIT GAMBANG CITY RESORT & JANDA BAIK, PAHANG

The idea is to provide opportunities for the students to build their confidence through the leadership 
activities planned for them. With this, we hope to also enhance students’ independence.

The payment of RM 375 can be made to the respective TICs by Friday, 14th February 2020: 
St. John’s International Secondary School: Ms. Hannis, Mr. Muru, Ms. Renuka, Mr. Fitri, Ms. Joys, Mr. 
Ganesan and Mr. Syabandi
St. John’s International Primary School: Mr. Imran 

FINALE
Though it is only the second month of 
2020, St. John’s International Secondary 
School has never backed down in 
carrying out exciting events for the 
students and sta� members alike. With 
the same momentum, we look forward to 
sharing more eventful moments with you. 
Bored, we will never be. We do not wait 
for opportunities; we create them. See 
you in March! 

COME AND 
JOIN THE

FUN,KIDS!
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HOW MANY
SQUARES
ARE THERE?


