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“ “

I joined St. John’s International Secondary school in 2015, 
and to be honest, I was very scared as I have always been 
surrounded by the same group of friends. Having to leave 
all that and coming to a completely new place, was indeed 
a scary experience for me.

However, SJIS was truly a place that showed me 
what the world out there is like. I have always 
considered myself sheltered as I had been in 
the same environment since childhood. Joining 
SJIS has given me the chance to break the shell 
and  ready for new adventures. I have had 
many opportunities to learn about myself and 
others as well. I have collected fond memories 
of learning, and I have also made lots of lasting 
friendships. I will always remember those two 
years I spent in school as times that I wished 
lasted a little longer. There wasn’t really 
anything that I didn’t like about the school. 
Some may think that the size of the school was 
a limitation, but I really liked it as it definitely 
made it feel like we were all in a small family of 
our own. 

It was very fun and everything happened really 
fast. I have many memories that I will always 
cherish when I think back of school. Class times 
were educational, yet they were never boring. 
Each teacher at SJIS had their own ways to get us 
to learn and understand the subject being 
taught. The school compound was relatively 
small compared to now, but it was definitely an 
advantage as all of us students got the chance to 
bump into each other which has allowed us to 
quickly make friends with students from other 
years. Lunch time was also one of the best times 
as we would all just sit together and catch up 
with friends from other classes.

The extracurricular activities were also fun times 
as we would go out to school grounds to play 
sports.  I also had really good experiences with 
my teachers as they were very engaging in and 
out of class. I never had a problem getting a hold 
of them if I needed any answers to my questions 
and was greeted with a large smile when 
bumping into them everywhere in the school 
compound. 

I would have always liked to 
see and use the newer 
facilities that were being 
installed as I left. It feels 
great  to see the new 
students at SJIS getting the 
opportunity to use the latest 
facilities. Seeing SJIS’s 
expansion gives me an 
ultimate happiness too.
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“I am currently pursuing Bachelor of Business majoring in 
International Business at HELP University. I am in my third year and 
will very soon be graduating. The pandemic has really changed the 
way I look at life. The sudden change from physical classroom 
lessons to online lessons has made me to appreciate the value of 
the importance of a conducive teaching environment. I also value 
the time and memory I got to spend with my friends on campus. I 
am very eager as I cannot wait to graduate and see what the world 
has to offer me. 
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The office staffs had been amazing to me and 
were very helpful whenever I needed help. Not 
forgetting, Dr.Indeerjeet has always been there 
for me when I needed any help and just in 
general was a person that I would reach out to. 
He was very warm and welcoming when 
approaching for any guidance or inquiries. The 
others were also very nice and genuine with all 
of us. There was also a very nice and helpful 
librarian at SJIS during my time, and she would 
always provide assistance in answering to all our 
questions and getting the needed information. 
Economics was a subject that I really enjoyed 
studying back in school. It was very interesting, 
and also has aroused my curiosity on how all the 
aspects that we learn in Economics can be 
implied to our real life.This was also my first time 
learning a subject that was a giving me an 
insight into the real world.Mr Hameed was the 
Economics teacher,and he made this subject a 

lot more interesting to learn.
He incorporated many real-life examples and 
always made it more than the textbook. He also 
was a teacher that cared about the students 
beyond classroom lessons. I have many great 
memories with him and have always loved having 
conversations with him about life. He was someone 
that I visited even after finishing school, and I have 
always valued his opinions. I also had another 
teacher, Mr Ganesan, whom joined in the last few 
months before IGCSE. Mr Ganesan and I clicked 
really well. He taught us Business Studies and really 
helped us with the revision aspects. He was very 
friendly and fun to be around. He always had a 
contagious smile and would always have a 
conversation with us even if it was a short one 
when we bumped into each other. He is also 
another teacher that I have met after leaving 
school and someone whose opinions I really value.  
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I believe that secondary school is a crucial aspect 
of an urban youth’s life. It is a stepping stool in 
constructing the type of person you wish to become 
in the future. Much like many other alumni have 
aforementioned, St. John’s International Secondary 
School provided me with the tools required to do so. 
St. John’s was the third school I had joined in the 
period of two years; soon after, it became my home 
away from home. I was a part of the first batch of 
Year 7 students to join in 2012, and it was a fairly 
small institute with a family of teachers and 
students learning from one another about what it 
takes to be a great student and role model. My class 
was especially known for our mischievous 
endeavour, and we never failed to keep our fellow 
teachers busy. Regardless, we were quick to get 
attached to our teachers and vice versa. 

To be honest, what I miss most about this school 
was the family-like environment it provided me. My 
group of friends I started with stuck with me until the 
very last days I walked the halls of St. John’s as a student. I learnt a lot about friendship, loyalty and most 
importantly how-to sweet talk Mr. Inderjeet when we wanted to play futsal. Also, on how to tie a perfect 
Windsor knot. The trademark of this school is “Faith and Fortitude”; which I believe fits well its ideology. We put 
our faith in the department to provide us a good education without sacrificing fun, and we have always 
displayed fortitude in speaking out against matter we disagree on. The relationship was largely built upon 
give and take, and I am happy to have been a part of it. I hope you enjoy St. Johns as much as I did.

The trademark of this 
school is “Faith and 
Fortitude”; which I 
believe fits well its 
ideology. We put our 
faith in the department 
to provide us a good 
education without 
sacrificing fun, and we 
have always displayed 
fortitude in speaking 
out against matter we 
disagree on.

“

ALUMNI
SPOTLIGHT
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WELCOME TO SJIS -
WHERE GREAT MINDS GROW.

St. John's International Secondary School welcomed 
parents and students for its 7s Orientation Day on 
3rd October 2020. This programme, which was held 
at SJI Secondary School Hall (Level 16), aimed to 
support the new students' transition to SJIS, apart 
from sharing information and guidance in a positive 
environment. The parents and students arrived in an 
orderly manner; strict SOPs were followed, including 
QR code scanning and temperature checks. The 
programme commenced with a short speech by Ms 
Catherine Foo, the Vice Principal of SJI Secondary 
School. She introduced the team of Coordinators 
and their respective deputies in the school. She 
provided a comprehensive 7s Programme briefing, 
while giving details on Academic Calendar, time 
table, subjects offered during this programme and 
Exam Term 0, among others. 

Following that, the Principal of SJI Secondary School, 
Dr Inderjeet Singh Sidhu, addressed the attendees 
via Zoom platform. He shed some light on the 
advantages of the 7s Programme, including BM as 
one of the subjects offered and students' ability to 
adapt to English, Mathematics and Science (both 
offered in English medium). Furthermore, he shared 
about the School's Meal Plan, which will be delivered 
to students during lunch break upon subscription. 
This will ensure unnecessary movements are limited 
and we stay in line with the SOPs. Towards the end 
of his speech, he advised them to stay motivated 
and be on track until the completion of the 
programme. 

The other key areas of the 
programme featured an 
Introduction to Mandarin 
Language by Language Tree 
and an Introduction to French 
Language by Aliance 
Francaise. Moreover, booths 
were set up on the same level, 
where parents and students 
sought further clarification 
from those in-charge. 
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After the distribution of 7s books to the students, 
there was a speech from Mr Suresh Dass, the 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of SJIS. He 
emphasised on the importance of English 
Language as a medium of communication, and 
that is no different in SJIS. He encouraged the 
students to enjoy their school life while being 
independent learners. He even enlightened the 
attendees on the history of La Salle schools and 
inspired them to take on the spirit of a true La 
Sallian. Before ending his speech, he advised the 
students to be responsible and adhere to the 

rules and regulations for a better learning 
experience.

As the day went on, the attendees were provided 
with an account of general rules by Ms Nithya Siva, 
the Lower Secondary Academic Coordinator. She 
focused on dress code and discipline, besides 
placing an emphasis on Covid-19 and the SOPs in 
place such as elevator usage and movements 
following the trail markers. After distribution of the 
7s books, the students moved to their respective 
classes for class teacher's session.  

The 7s Orientation Day essentially helps the 
students get familiarised with the layout of the 
school, the 7s programme flow, facilities and 
key personnel. More than anything, it is a great 
platform to welcome the newcomers to be a 
part of the SJIS family, while exposing them to 
the positives of being proactive and 
independent in building productive work habits 

for their first year of secondary education. 

Best wishes to the newly 
enrolled 7s students. We hope 
you have a splendid academic 
year ahead in SJIS!
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We are delighted to inform the following students of SJIS have 
participated in the Viva Dream Cup International RG Online 
Competition. Participants were from 8 different countries.
Malaysia, China, USA, Ukraine, Singapore, Philippines, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan  

Our student, Ch'ng Kai Xuan became Champion for the Pre Junior B and as for the Junior category, 
Yap Vikki stole the show as Champion. Lim Jing Ru achieved the 3rd place for the Junior category 
along side Loh Jia Pei as 4th in the same category. Kudos and tremendous applause to our students 
as victor of the games!
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