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Isabelle Ning Batch 2017

SJIS has truly changed me 
and impacted my life 

tremendously. I used to have 
low self-esteem, and never 

would have imagined 
standing in front of a group 

of people to give a 
presentation. When I joined 

SJIS, I made friends who were 
really genuine and teachers 

who were motivating. This 
actually boosted my 

confidence and made me a 
better person.
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Moreover, I was glad to have participated in 
Sports Day, as I got to make new friends, plan 
for the event and work in teams. As a result, it 
further built my confidence, planning skills and 
improved my team spirit. Now, I am able to 
communicate and work better with people in a 
team. Till date, I have participated in many 
events, hosting confidently and presenting 
myself to the audience.

The teachers in SJIS are unforgettable. They 
would teach with sincerity and make it a point 
to share their life experiences with us. They 
taught us to think out of the box and make us 
feel valued. It is difficult to choose a favourite 
teacher, but there was one person who really 
impacted my life – Mr Hamed, my Economics 
teacher. He had a great sense of humour, and 
was very passionate in imparting his knowledge 
to us. He would always come to class on time 
and leave the class late, to make sure we have 
covered and understood the syllabus. I will 
never forget his teachings; not only for 
Economics, but also life advice. He would care 

for every student and have one-to-one sessions 
with them, to grant support. I still remember his 
advices and definitely miss his engaging 
classes, as well as the teachers in SJIS.

I am currently pursuing a degree in Law, and 
completing my final year in Cardiff 
University. Due to the pandemic, I had to 
delay my trip to the UK to further pursue my 
education. I am completing my course 100% 
online, which was a little challenging in the 
beginning, but I have managed to catch up 
and get the hang of it. I will be graduating 
this July, and will then travel to the UK to 
continue with my Bar programme.

Lastly, I would like to thank SJIS, as well as Ms 
Grace, for all the Alumni events and activities. 
The events have granted us the opportunity to 
meet up and reconnect with our friends and 
teachers. After graduating from SJIS, all of us 
progress to different paths, and we do not get 
the chance to meet up. Therefore, I am really 
grateful to be a part of the Alumni, which pulls 
us back together as one. 



Ng Cal-ly Batch 2017

Being an introvert, I was always afraid of 
speaking in public and volunteering for 
important roles. However, SJIS has shaped me 
into someone who is willing to try and learn new 
things. In SJIS, plenty of opportunities are 
always given to the students. 

With the trust from my schoolmates and 
teachers, I had the chance to take up roles, such 
as President of the Music Club, President of the 
Cheerleading Club, and Vice President of 
Cambridge Sports House in 2017. Taking up roles 
in school helped me gain my confidence and 
boost my public speaking skills. I picked up 
problem-solving and time management skills, 
that we will not get from our textbooks. I learned 
to be an understanding person when I was given 
the responsibility of leading teams.

Furthermore, as I am greatly passionate about 
singing, people in SJIS have always encouraged 
me to perform during events and it helped me 
grow into someone sociable as well. I developed 
my “extrovert” side in SJIS; I believe it is 
extremely beneficial when it comes to meeting 
and working with new people, and at your 
workplace. With encouragement from the 
teachers, I am now confident and comfortable in 

being myself. Besides, I am able to switch to my 
“extrovert” side whenever I am in a professional 
setting. 

I am proud to be part of SJIS family, and I am 
grateful to have met great teachers. I think 
teachers play an important role in everyone’s 
life; especially in high school – what we learn 
from our teachers are beyond education. 

Back in the days, I remember disliking Economics 
because it was tough at first. However, Mr. Hamed 
made Economics fun and interesting; everyone in 
class always looked forward to his sessions. Kind 
and intelligent, Mr. Hamed spent his free time 
helping his students academically and 
non-academically.

I remember texting Mr. Hamed when I was doing 
my A Level in MCKL; he took his time to explain 
and guide me even though I was not his student 
anymore. For some reason, Mr. Hamed always 
knew the right words and advice when I was going 
through a hard time. Being a role model, he has 
positively impacted my life and I believe he has 
done the same for many others as well.

Spending my teenage years in St. 
John’s International School was the 
best decision I have ever made. I am a 
second-year Mass Communication 
student at Taylor’s University, 
pursuing a major in Public Relations 
and Marketing. Currently, I am also 
working as a part-time Cheerleading 
Coach in Cheer Aspirations and I own 
a small online jewellery business - 
@Jewearza. I am proud of my 
achievements and I think SJIS played 
a vital role in my life.

“

“

Alumni Newsletter | Issue 22 page 3
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I am sure that we have all created wonderful 
memories in SJIS with our teachers and friends. 
One event that I still clearly remember is the very 
first Alumni Night. Collared shirts and long dresses, 
cocktails till late night – it was one of the best 
events in SJIS! Alumni events and activities are 
perfect for us to reconnect after graduation. On top 
of that, I was once invited to give a speech as an 
Alumni Representative during a Chinese New Year 
event. It was my first experience giving a speech on 
stage; that has to be one of the many reasons I 
love SJIS – opportunities are always given to 
everyone, to learn and grow.

Why do I love the Alumni events? I 
think they act as a time machine. 
Whenever I am with my friends 
and teachers from SJIS, it always 
feels like we have gone back in 
time, back to life in SJIS. I look 
forward to more exciting Alumni 
events, where we can spend 
quality time together, and 
reminisce on our teenage days. 

ALUMNI
OF THE
MONTH
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Yin En, Batch 2017

I am currently in my 2nd year at 
Sunway University, pursuing my 
degree in Marketing. However, 
due to the pandemic, I am now 
having classes from home, which I 
am sure most of us would find demotivating and 
difficult to adapt. I have also been quite busy lately 
with assignments and midterm exams, while 
learning to manage my time better and to cope 
with the stress of everything being online now. 
Besides, I am also caught up with some work as I 
am currently assisting a cheerleading company to 
liaise with sponsors and some marketing matters, 
for a virtual event. 

I was a very timid person back then when I was in 
Lower Secondary, as I was very hesitant to speak 
up and approach teachers about my studies. I did 
not have the courage to present in front of the 
class. However, ever since I entered Upper 
Secondary, I loved how teachers constantly 
emphasised and provided us with heaps of advice 
regarding the importance of communication and 
presentation skills in our daily lives. Not only that, 
SJIS has helped to boost my confidence because 
of the continuous encouragement given by 
teachers for us to be more open in exploring new 
things. There were also opportunities given to get 
involved in planning school events that helped to 
magnify our leadership and communication skills. 
I love how SJIS has a very warm and nurturing 
environment. 

Teachers who taught me in SJIS are still vividly 
pictured before my eyes. They were super friendly 
and kind as they were more than happy to help 
with my studies or even non-studies related. 
There was never a barrier between teachers and 
students as teachers were willing to share some 
of their real-life experiences and they constantly 
motivated us to be better by giving us life advice 
from an experienced perspective outside of class. 
Moreover, teachers in SJIS can easily bond and 
have fun with us during special events such as 
Teacher’s Day and Sports Day, as though there 
were no age gaps between us. However, they can 
be very serious when it comes to education and I 
truly appreciate them for teaching us with all their 
heart. 

My two favourite teachers in SJIS would be Mr 
Hamed and Mr Ganesan. I love how both Mr 
Hamed and Mr Ganesan cared for their students 
holistically. I remember distinctly when Mr Hamed 
told me to stay back after class to see him as he 
noticed I was emotional during his class back 
then. He then talked to me privately and gave me 
the courage to stay strong. Mr Hamed was a very 
compassionate person, and I would consult him 
for life advice over and over again. I look up to Mr 
Ganesan to be the reason I pursued Business 
after graduating from SJIS. The notes that I jotted 
down in his classes came in handy during my 
college days, as I would always refer to them 
whenever I did not understand something. 
Besides, I loved the use of real-life situations 
whenever he gives explanation; he emphasised 
on visualisation. I definitely miss attending both 
their classes! 

Lastly, I would like to thank Ms Grace for 
constantly planning the Alumni events and 
activities for us to reminisce our beautiful 
memories in SJIS with teachers and friends, 
especially the unforgettable bonds. I am certainly 
grateful to have activities like the “meet and 
greet” sessions, where we still get the chance to 
share the happenings of our current life, despite 
not being able to meet physically due to the 
pandemic. For the sake of our health and 
well-being, let us all do our part to stay home and 
avoid going out, unless it is necessary. Take this 
opportunity to stay home and spend more quality 
time with your family! 

“

“
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SJIS believe in constant learning and we have done couple of Live stream 
with our amazing Alumni on SJIS Official FB page. 

These Alumni are truly the ambassadors of 
SJIS representing their old institution 
wherever they embark in their journey.

Like us on facebook @sjisalumni
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St. John’s International Primary &
Secondary School Open Week

Like us on facebook @sjisalumni
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The SJIS Interact Club is having 
an online sales for Mother's Day 
celebration.
The main objective of this online sales is to raise funds for one of the dialysis patients in the MAA 
Medicare Charity Dialysis Centre as well as to rebuild the communities in need. Each gift hamper 
set consists of a beautiful mug set with wordings on it, a tiara on the cover of the cup and a 
spoon. The hamper set has a Kiki bookmark and a pen, cute tiara teddy and a rose fragrance 
soap as well. Each set of this hamper costs only RM 65 inclusive of delivery charges. Get this 
lovely gift for your mum and celebrate the day with your queen! We have limited stocks; 
therefore, hurry up and place your order now. 

You may click the link provided below to purchase the gift hamper:
https://forms.gle/PHpkUdqkyq93UskJ8
We request your kind generosity to support us and be a part of our quest to help the needy!



Founders Day & Teachers Day
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