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FROM THE
PRINCIPAL’S DESK
FROM THE
PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Welcome to ‘On Pineapple Hill’, covering highlighted 

happenings from May and June 2021. The sudden hike in 

Covid-19 cases has once again put a halt in our routines 

and explorations. The “new normal” is no longer a 

stranger to any of us; we are progressing to the best of 

our abilities. In the midst of all these unnerving episodes 

of MCO 3.0, we continued making contents and 

teachings accessible for our students, providing them 

with the best materials as knowledge substance.
 

Getting ourselves adapted and adjusted is not always a bed of 

roses. There were a couple of hiccups with the stepping in of 

MCO 3.0 during our CAIE May/June series. The examination was 

ongoing at that moment, and we did not look at sacrificing the 

exam timeline during this period as students have been 

preparing themselves academically and mentally; the teachers 

have also put in their 110% in gearing up the students. Therefore, 

we tirelessly contacted and pressured the MOE to grant letters 

for students so that the external examination can go on as scheduled. Even the invigilators and people 

in-charge sacrificed their time and were willing to risk it despite the increasing case numbers, all for the sake 

of students. This, I believe, displays a wonderful example of putting the needs of others first – something so 

simple, yet valuable.

 

Besides that, we conducted our Term Examination 1 (TE1) via digital mode, and our students scored 

remarkably well – this goes to show that despite lessons being held online, both students and teachers are 

taking this seriously and putting their best foot forward. To add on, TE1 Report Card Day (RCD) was 

conducted virtually to keep parents abreast with their child’s academic progress, as well as for students to 

gain better insights on their areas of strengths and what needs to be improved. We would like to highlight 

that over 80% of parents joined the virtual RCD, eager to catch up on how their child has been performing.

 

Let us hope for better days to mark the end of this pandemic. Till then, stay healthy and stay safe indoors.

Dr. Inderjeet Singh Sidhu
Senior Principal
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“ART IS NOT WHAT YOU 
SEE, BUT WHAT YOU MAKE 
OTHERS SEE” – EDGAR DEGAS 

Greetings from SJIS ECA Club. We are delighted to announce the winners for the Charity Art Competition, 

which was held from 8th March 2021 – 19th April 2021. Following are the top 3 winners for each category:

1st Place: Karthikesh Gopinath (Year 2-2)
2nd Place: Jayden Chan Ho Yin (Year 3-1)
3rd Place: Meredith Wong Xuan Wen (Year 4-1)

Category 1

1st Place: Tan Yong Xin (Year 8-1)
2nd Place: Nur Eishal (Year 6-1)
3rd Place: Chia Boon Binn (Year 6-1)

Category 2

1st Place: Tan XinYi (Year 9-2)

2nd Place:Ranjan Raveen (Year 7-3)

3rd Place: Elizabeth Kueh Jing Yi (Year 9-1)

Category 3

1 set of Activeone 180 Art Kit
Plaque of Achievement
Certificate of participation

1st Place

Plaque of Achievement
Certificate of participation

2nd Place

Plaque of Achievement
Certificate of participation

3rd Place
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Olympiad exams are all about bringing the best out of children. These are national and 

international competitions that prove beneficial in the long run. Some of the prominent 

benefits include problem-solving ability, analytical thinking and testing students' aptitude.

St. John's International Secondary School has successfully obtained multiple spots as our students 

managed to win the Olympiads. We would like to thank our teachers, parents and students for their 

support in encouraging the interest and enthusiasm of SJIS students towards the Olympiads.

SJIS is determined to support more students to go on an international stage and discover, encourage, 

and challenge them to greater heights.

Feel free to watch the videos of our virtual prize-giving ceremony on our official Facebook page!  Please 

find below, captured moments from the virtual prize-giving ceremony. 

“PURE MATHEMATICS IS,
IN ITS WAY, THE POETRY 
OF LOGICAL IDEAS”– ALBERT EINSTEIN 

This is an annual international Olympiad competition jointly organised by OCEC from Hong Kong and 

the Thailand Mathematics Society. TIMO is a platform to stimulate and foster young people’s interest 

in learning mathematics, to strengthen the ability of their creative thinking, to widen their 

international perspective, and to promote the development of primary and secondary education and 

exchange of educational cultures throughout countries/ regions.

THAILAND INTERNATIONAL MATHEMATICAL
OLYMPIAD (TIMO) 



“THE ONLY WAY TO LEARN
MATHEMATICS IS TO DO
MATHEMATICS”– PAUL HALMOS
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This is an international mathematics competition that is organised by Singapore International Math 

Contests Centre (SIMCC) and supported by non-profit foundations Scholastic Trust Singapore (STS) 

and SASMO Advisory Council (SAC) with more than 30,000 participants from 21 countries in 2019 & 

2020.

SINGAPORE AND ASIAN SCHOOLS MATH
OLYMPIAD (SASMO) 

This is a primary and secondary level mathematical arithmetic competition that consists of 

Mathematics and Mental Arithmetic. All the questions tested are in line with the Malaysian 

Mathematics syllabus that integrates higher order thinking skills. This provides an opportunity for 

students to challenge, learn and exceed their capability as well as promote their interest in 

Mathematics.

MALAYSIA INTERNATIONAL MATHEMATICAL
ARITHMETIC FOR SCHOOLS (MIMAS)
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This exposes students to the various types of Reasoning Skills and this gives them the opportunity 

to explore and have the confidence to take part in more challenging math competitions and start 

scoring A*s in Math. DOKA is designed based on Depth of Knowledge in Mathematical Problem 

Solving. With realistic and high standards, DOKA aims to expose more students to mathematical 

problem solving and invoke their love for math. It will help them improve in school math as well as 

higher-order thinking skills (HOTS). With the solution manuals which will be available after the 

contest, students can learn creative heuristic methods recommended to solve complex 

mathematical problems, as well as know their strengths and areas for improvement.

DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE ASSESSMENT (DOKA)  

These contests comprise Vanda 

International Science Competition 

(Vanda Science) and Vanda Science 

Global Finals (Vanda Finals) held 

annually around the globe. It is 

designed to focus on the students’ 

abilities to think critically and 

creatively to pick out hidden 

information to aid them in solving the 

question. It follows the Singapore 

School Science Syllabus with a focus 

on higher-order thinking skills. This 

allows participants to do better 

compared to pure Olympiad papers 

since they are familiar with most of the 

topics.

VANDA
COMPETITIONS 



SJIS (SECONDARY)
REFLECTIVE SHARING
CORNER
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Teaching during the pandemic can indeed be challenging, as our 

hands are tied because we cannot be fully creative. However, 

using the best of the situation and circumstances, I teach my 

students in a personalised manner.
 

With the stepping in of technology, I use digitalised tools such as OneNote 

application to ensure my students feel like they are sitting in an actual 

classroom, facing the whiteboard. Learning virtually, as we know, can be 

challenging as focus and attention need to be maintained at all times. To 

improve my students’ focus and productivity, I reduce the content for each 

lesson and simplify my teachings without compromising my set objectives. 

Some students lose their interest when information becomes too much for 

them to handle, and in a virtual frame of 10-15 students, personalised 

attention cannot be delivered without making the other students feel left 

out. Therefore, before the start and at the end of each class, I repeat “love 

accounts, and accounts will love you back”, to instill that love for Accounting 

in them. This also creates a warm and lively teaching-learning environment 

as students become more confident to answer questions and think 

out-of-the-box. To support the lesson content, I prepare fill-in-the-blanks 

worksheets so that my students can follow the teachings in detail and 

complete the answers during the lesson itself.

 

The Covid-19 pandemic has indeed forced us out of our comfort zones, but 

as teachers, let us continue doing our best for the students.

Mr. Kannadhass 

Year 11 Accounting teacher 



Perhaps teaching during this pandemic has been a challenging 

moment for most of the teachers here. It was quite tough for me at 

the beginning, as I had to restructure all the curriculum activities to 

be able to teach online. This was because most of the time, it was 

up to us as teachers to be there for the students, to physically lead 

and guide them through any uncertainty.

 

Prior to this, the biggest setback was bringing science to life on 

computer screens as it was never the same as performing practical 

lab sciences. In fact, we tried doing a couple of virtual lab sessions, 

but they were not the same. I use a variety of assessment tools 

during my online classes to keep things interesting and engaging 

for students.

 
Besides, I also try mixing up lesson by giving students more than one 

method to participate in discussions and complete the assignments. This 

will allow them to understand and figure out what works better for their 

leaning styles. Now, I am more seasoned with virtual preparations, thus 

enabling me to create lessons which are simplified for my students to 

understand. For instance, I break down lectures into bite-sized segments, 

prepare short worksheets and videos inclusive of assignments that can be 

accomplished quickly.

There is no deny that the pandemic has pushed many of us against the 

limits, but for the betterment of our students, let us continue giving them 

the best under these circumstances.

Ms. Sulochana
Year 10 Biology teacher 

SJIS (SECONDARY)
REFLECTIVE SHARING
CORNER
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RIDDLE UP!

Warm greetings from SJIS and we hope all of 

you are keeping well. With many people 

spending most of their time at home during the 

Movement Control Order 3.0, most students 

might feel pressured and stressed out due to 

the inability to socialise and engage in fun 

activities with friends and family. Hence, the 

Counselling unit would like to introduce 'A safer 

way of fun with RIDDLE UP'. 

RIDDLE UP comprises two sets of interesting riddles 

which have been compiled in Quizizz, especially for St. 

John’s International Primary and Secondary School 

students. Riddles are not only fun, but are 

unimaginably more beneficial for children than you can 

imagine! Riddles can support children’s 

problem-solving skills and boost logical and critical 

thinking skills, besides enhancing their comprehension 

skills and vocabulary. Not only that, the excitement 

and joy while solving riddles will help in relaxing the 

brain and body, thus helping students to release stress 

and encourage positive mental health. You can have 

fun with your friends and family while staying safe at 

home! 

Just login to Quizizz and search for “SJIS 

RIDDLES”. Alternatively, you can access 

the links below, if you do not have a 

Quizizz account: 

i. SJIS RIDDLES VOL. 1  

https://quizizz.com/join?gc=43100678

ii. SJIS RIDDLES VOL 2 

https://quizizz.com/join?gc=24226310

Have fun while staying safe!
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CORNER OF REFLECTIONS:
SJIS PRE-UNIVERSITY
STUDY CENTRE 

How do you calm your nerves in a difficult situation?

Imagine this: your brother just spilled his juice all 

over the project you took 4 hours to complete, which 

is due today. 

In life, difficult situations are inevitable. Staying calm is the 

first key to effectively solve problems but most of us are 

inclined to feel nervous when we are in a tight spot. 

Therefore, here are some tips to help calm down those 

wrecking nerves in a difficult situation. 

Firstly, we must reinforce a positive outlook when handling a 

difficult situation. A negative frame of mind will only add fuel to the fire of your anxiety. 

Conversely, optimism helps to reduce stress levels and improve coping skills in tough times. So, 

smile and always look at the bright side of a situation.

Next, take a deep breath. Multiple studies have shown that the practice of deep breathing 

releases endorphins which can help one to relax. Taking a few deep breaths is such a simple yet 

effective way to declutter your mind to tackle the task at hand. Furthermore, a calm and clear 

mind can help you make better decisions.

Lastly, take a step back from the situation. Give yourself some time to reconstruct your thoughts 

and re-evaluate the situation; activities like taking a walk, riding a bike or even doing simple 

stretches can help ease your nervousness. You will be able to see things clearly once you have 

taken the time to decompress.

As you can tell, the secret to steadying your nerves is getting in a better headspace. We should 

work on cultivating the trait of staying calm in spite of the curve-balls life throw at us. Keep 

these simple tips in mind to calm your nerves the next time you are in a difficult situation.

Megan Tan

(January 2021 Intake)
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What can you do today that you didn't think you
could do a year ago?

“I trust the next chapter because I know the author.” 

As we enter new stages in life, we tend to develop a 

better understanding of ourselves. Our capabilities 

will perpetually advance as we trust the processes in 

life and believe in ourselves.

 

Fundamentally, as I wandered deeper into the 

depths of the field of arts, I faced greater challenges 

and was forced to adapt. As a result, my academic 

performance had grown. Such accomplishments 

constantly reminded me of how simple-minded I was 

in the past.
 

Psychologically, I have gained the confidence to roam 

around the city without the presence of fear. In the past, I was afraid of strangers due to the 

crimes reported daily. I was terrified that one day, one of these criminals would confront me. 

However, at this age, I am starting to believe the concept that there are more kind than wicked 

and gained confidence through such beliefs. 

Earlier in my college days, I had the opportunity to become the leader of a group project that 

accounted for half of the assessment. 

At that moment, I felt unprepared in my communication skills and thus declined. I felt regretful 

for my decision. Since then, I had taken courses on communication and regained my confidence, 

successfully forging many relationships.

 

Furthermore, I have acknowledged the importance of completing tasks on time. Through past 

experiences, I understood the consequences of negligence. Devastation resulted from such 

consequences motivated me to prioritize tasks on hand over entertainment and leisure. 

The list will go on and on for the things that are simply out of my forte. However, through the 

progression of a year, the list had diminished while my proficiency in different fields have 

increased. The sense of achieving improvements is definitely a wondrous sensation that can 

certainly be obtained through effort. 

Brian Kan

(January 2021 Intake)
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FINALE
We have come to the end of our May/June e-newsletter.

See you in the next edition, with more happenings to share. 

Stay safe and let us beat this pandemic together. 


