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As our country gears up to celebrate National Day on Aug 31, we should re-dedicate 
ourselves to building a better Malaysia. Let National Day be of hope and national 

reconciliation, bridging racial, religious and geographical divides and boosting unity, social 
cohesiveness and social harmony. Let us end divisiveness and celebrate our diversity.

Peace, Harmony and Unity at St. John’s
International Secondary school

COLLABORATIVE PARTNERS
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After SJIS, I pursued a Law Degree from Queen’s University, Belfast. 
Having recently completed the Barrister Training Course, a professional 
training course with BPP University, Holborn, London, I am now seeking 
to secure a Pupillage, which would be the next big step in my 
professional legal career as a lawyer.

Before joining SJIS, I was suffering academically.  My parents were worried sick and were looking for 
alternative, affordable, and quality education.  SJIS was an answer to their prayers, as not only did it 
promise quality education at an affordable fee, but it was also easily accessible, in that it was close to 
public transportation which saved my family and I from a lot of hassle.  Needless to say, I was not at all 
disappointed.
  
As cheesy as it sounds, every person in SJIS had contributed immensely to making my time there one of the 
best.  The memories I made, the friends and the faculty members I met, all have a very special place in my 
heart. The interactions between students and teachers never failed to make the learning environment fun 
and engaging.  Among the teachers who had left the greatest impression on me were Mr. Mohsen Kaeini, 
Mrs. Michelle Bree, Mr. Hamed Alaei, Mr. Muhammed Saiful and Mrs. Farah Abdullah, to name a few.  Each 
and every one of them were wise and cared for their students greatly.  You could call us “one big family.”  
Not to mention, they were all super humorous.  It is with great appreciation that I say, the classroom was 
never a dull place. 

There was never a single day that I would dread going 
to school.  I looked forward to every single day.  If I 
could describe SJIS in three words, it would be: 
“Nurturing, Memorable and Lively.”

My fondest memories at SJIS were from the time I 
spent participating in co-curricular activities, 
specifically the Tennis Club, Photography Club and the 
Art & Design Club.  Our tennis coach was incredible.  
Despite his harsh exterior, he truly and deeply cared 
for his students.  I even met my closest friends through 
these activities.  I also loved sitting down during lunch 
time with all my friends and enjoyed the walks down to 
the LRT station with them after a long day.  
Furthermore, it would be a crime if I did not mention 
the Sports Day held every year.  

TAN VEI XHANE  BATCH 2012
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Participating in those events with all my friends and just 
spending the day relaxing and cheering for the 
members of my Sports House, Oxford, may very well be 
the most exciting moments of my life. 
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After SJIS, I pursued a Law Degree from Queen’s 
University, Belfast. Having recently completed the 
Barrister Training Course, a professional training 
course with BPP University, Holborn, London, I am 
now seeking to secure a Pupillage, which would be 
the next big step in my professional legal career as 
a lawyer. I continue to look forward as to what 
opportunities the future has for me and the 
experiences I can gain.

In pursuit of my career as a lawyer, I completed my 
IGCSE in SJIS.  From there, I obtained my Bachelor of 
Law from Queen’s University, Belfast, UK, through aid 
of Brickfields Asia College’s UK Transfer Program 
which gave me an opportunity to spend a year in 
the UK to complete my degree.  The next step was 
to obtain a Professional Legal Qualification.  I had 
an option between the Barrister Training Course 
(BTC) in the UK or the Certificate of Legal Practice 
(CLP) in Malaysia. I chose the former, the Barrister 
Training Course.  Once that is completed, my final 
step is to secure a Pupillage, alternatively called 
“chambering”, at a law firm qualified to provide it.  
Once that is attained, I should be qualified to 
practice independently as a lawyer.

In preparing me for the future, SJIS had provided an 
exceptionally nurturing environment. The 
encouragement from my teachers had helped 

greatly in improving my 
self-confidence and really 
taught me how to be more 
expressive.  Not only that, 
the different clubs and 
activities had aided in widening my horizons in 
helping me decide what I wanted to pursue in the 
future as a career.  There is no doubt in my mind 
that SJIS has helped me in becoming the more 
open-minded and less socially awkward person 
that I am today.
  
If I had to leave my fellow juniors with some advice, 
it would be to keep your mind open and have fun!  
This would be your time to try out a bunch of 
different things.  Take this chance to explore as 
many things as you can, in terms of club activities 
and more.  More importantly, make sure to have 
fun! It helps to remember that even if we make 
mistakes, we should not dwell on them too long; 
instead, take them as a learning opportunity to look 
deeper into what you could do better or what you 
would prefer doing in the future. You may never 
know what piques your interests until you try it. 
Lastly, no matter what decisions you make, 
remember to stay positive.  It is completely normal 
for us to focus on the negatives, but we should 
never forget that there is usually a brighter side to 
things. This mindset has helped me stay motivated 
throughout my journey, and I hope it helps you too.  
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Finally, I would love to take this opportunity to sincerely thank everyone 
at SJIS for helping me throughout the years.  I would not be who I am 
today without you all.  I will forever be grateful and I wish you all the best 
in your endeavours, and that you all remain in the best of health.   
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HUE TEK LOON, BATCH 2013

The most important thing 
I learned while at SJIS is to 

accept differences in friends or 
classmates, because no one 
has the same ability in learning 
speed or physical strength. 
Therefore, it's easier to make 
very close friends if you can 
accept each other's differences, 
which can benefit both parties.

Joining SJIS wasn't my first choice; I actually wanted to continue one more year in SMK before 
switching. However, I did very poorly in my final exams, so my parents decided it was better for 
me to join SJIS because all subjects were taught in English. I can't really say who has influenced 
me the most, because every teacher has a different way of delivering information and will always 
do their best to help you, even in giving life advice at times, if you were to ask them. 

Some of the best memories at SJIS include doing preparations for Sports Day. Everyone will be 
rushing about to get things in order, with students brainstorming for ideas and working with each 
other, although not without disagreements. It's all good when everything comes together as 
planned on that day itself, after weeks of practicing. 

I would describe SJIS as ‘a fresh start’ – as a new student, you can become a better version of 
yourself, either through knowledge or personality, since you can compare your strengths and 
weaknesses with your friends. Also, making new friends is especially important as they will help 
you with your studies. It was indeed a new beginning for me at SJIS. The most important thing I 
learned while at SJIS is to accept differences in friends or classmates, because no one has the 
same ability in learning speed or physical strength. Therefore, it's easier to make very close 
friends if you can accept each other's differences, which can benefit both parties.
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I'm currently completing my 4th year in 
aircraft maintenance licensing programme. 
Due to the pandemic, there is a delay or else I 
would have completed the programme 
sooner. I'm hoping this pandemic can end 
quickly so that I can get my license; while 
waiting for that, I'm spending time to gain 
relevant information and knowledge which 
will prepare me for the test. Also, this course 
is mainly a practical-based examination, 
which is easier for me to comprehend. 

Aircraft maintenance is all about fixing or 
replacing items on an aircraft whenever its 
interval has been reached, like a car service 
mileage or when an issue comes up. We have 
what we call line maintenance and hangar 
maintenance. Line maintenance refers to any job 
that is done at the airport gates (we call it 
tarmac), for example filter replacements, or 
wheel and brake changes. Hangar maintenance 
is a heavier kind of service, like full engine 
change, or complete aircraft overhaul (we 
literally strip the interior and exterior of the 
planes). We are also the ones who refuel planes 
and declare if they are fit for departure. 

I will vouch and say that Science subjects 
have prepared me for the basics of my 
course, especially Physics and Chemistry as I 
gained better understanding of the materials 
used in the industry. I do wish my Math was 
better because I struggled with it, but I always 
had issues with Math no matter how much 
tutoring I had.

I would say having good friends in school 
really helps a person get through school life 
easily, as they may be able to understand 
some problems you're going through. 
Secondly, know which subjects you enjoy as it 
encourages ease of learning, which may help 
you plan what courses to take in tertiary 
education. Lastly, school isn't all about 
studying; there must be a balance between 
studies and social-life. 

ALUMNI
OF THE
MONTH



Alumni Newsletter | Issue 23 page 6

This campaign is so beautiful and again reminds us of how strong are the 
bond between Malaysians above everything.

St. John’s International Primary and Secondary School would like lend a helping a hand to our nation throughout 
this unprecedented time. 
Ask for help. Wave your flag. We are all in this together. 
Better days are coming! 

Malaysians raised white flags campaign to reach out 
to households calling for help with food and 
necessities in the midst of our current lockdown.
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